fhe Japanese in pala teenie are more or less scattered 

all over the state, but the itor greater part of them are in 
and about the. darger eitios. There is e much larger propor- 
tion engaged in business of various kinds than in agriculture. 
; A ereat many of these do business very largely with their om 
nationality. Those who considerable business with American 
people: saem to be:- 

Ae Larger business | 
i. Japanese import and export. 


y 


§ 


&»s Oriental art and novelty goods. 
Be Smaller Businesses 
le Florists, tailors and Cleaners, shoemakers, gare 
' deners, and toa smaller extent, restaurants and 

grocers. 3 | 

2. Photographers, jewelers and watchmakers, barbers 
hotelkee pers, Pielaurania are eelaten dealers and 
grocers, also bookshops, bicyole dealers, garages, 
ete. which are in the hands of the Japanese cater 
mostly to their own nationality. 


Consideration of the observations of the preceding para- 
‘graph tends to confirm the opinion that the Japanese here, 60 


fer as the ma jority are concerned, are not able by reason of 


“being thus isolated, to add much, to the gah ames of the commun- 
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ity at large. | 

But while this is true of the great majority of the Ja- 
panese here, those of the ordinary class, (i.e. from the 
agricultural or the artisan class in Japan); yet the more es- 
thetic class, those who deal in the arts of Japan, have, ac- 
Gording to the testimony of Students of Japanese culture, made 
a Jarge contribution to culture in America. As one of such 
Students has put it: "The Japanese artisan-artists have shown 
us that mechanical Symmetry does not make for beauty. They 
have taught us the charm of irregularity; and if the world owe 


them but this one lesson, bite may yet be proud of what she 
has accomplished. " 


i 
f 
i 
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Then on the other hand, the large majority of the Japanese 
here, those of the ordinary Glass, have benefitted by the An- 
erican culture. Their Standard of living has been raised, as 
to income and more material comforts of life. 

Capt. Frenk Brinkley, R.N., editor of the Japan Mail, 
enumerates five qualities, whioh he saya the Japanese possess 
in a marked teeree Briefly stated they are: frugality, en- 
family set above individual interests, and fifth, e + eeuies for 
detail. That the proportionately small number of Japanese 
here, segregated as they are, have contributed any of these 


five virtues would be very difficult to determine. The amaz- 
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ingly prosperous conditions that existed in the United States 
during the long period preceding the late depression were not 
propitious in developing the qualities mentioned, as had been 
the case in Japan, a country economically poor, and which only 
recently was freed from an oppressive feudalistic system . 

The language difficulty is much more of a hindrance to 
mutual understanding between Japanese and Americans than is 
the case with races whose language is somewhat akin. Inoreas- 
ing the difficulty of the Japanese adults is the American 
habit of speaking to the Tacenens in broken English, copying 
the broken English which the Japanese uses, under the impress- 
ion that he will understand such English and not the correct 
English. The Japanese who do not know good English are inhi- 
bited still further by this method, and they become habituated 
to their broken and limited English. If the Americans who 
have dealings with the Japanese would take care to speak to 
them just as to Americans, it would help the Japanese to ac- 
quire correot English. neil of course, is true of other 
nationalities who have their sorts of "pidgin-English". __ 

In Japan the industrial era came later than ites and 
thus the farmer and peasant were recognized as more directly 
supporting society and were ranked next to the gentry and 
above the traders and mechanics. Even so, the prosperity of 


this country was such a contrast to conditions in their own 
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land, that the adult Japanese who came here years ago have 
benefitted much thereby. 

Comparatively few of the upper classes in Japan have 
in the past come to America to reside, as with people of some 
other nationalities. Since Japan opened intercourse with 
other nations 75 years ago, she has gone forward in the 
adoption of Western civilization and industrial advantages 
with scarcely any violent perolviien) therefore allowing her 
leading classes plenty of opportunity for personal advantage 
and profit in their own land, At the same time the lower 
Glasses, pressed for room and meeting competition at home, 
have readily emigrated. | 

Preachers and lecturers from Japan come every now and 
then, to go about among their compatriots here. Their prac- 
tice is, briefly stated, to exhort the Japanese here to be 
good Americana and not to forget the Japanese spirit of Bu- 
shido, the Japanese ancient chivalry, in their personal con- 
duct ahd relations with avatencéy. One preacher contrasted 
the many gods of Japan (the Japanese themselves have a. saying 
that there are 800 myriads of gods) with the one living God 
worshipped here. 

Meany Japanese here are Suaaceh in the florist nursery 
and gardening lines of business, it has been said, because 
their native land is a land of flowers. In the temperate 
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part of the land, there is @ succession of flowers blossom- 
ing the year around, quite comparable with California. A few 
are mentioned; January to March, the plum-blossom:; beginning 
April, the cherry blossom; April and May, the peony; May, the 
wistaria and azalea; gune, the iris; July and August, the 
morning-glory; August, the lotus; October and November, the 
chrysanthemum; November, the bright red leaves of the small 
Japanese maple, which too, form a great attraction. There 
are wild-flowers in profusion in the hills and valleys in Ja- 
pan, a6 in our own land here « 

The culture and use of silk in Japan has no doubt also, 
contributed bo the culture which the Japanese can impart. 

Their Jand in many parts abounds in hot springs, and has 
given them a liking for hot baths; it has been the custom 
among all but the lowest class to take a hot bath daily. This 
accounts for the cleanliness whieh more generally character~- 
izes the Japanese than other aliens who come to our shores. 

It may be well to add e couple of proverbs in much use by 
the Japanese, as samples of wisdom among them; 

"If thous be born in a poor man's hovel, but have wisdom; 
thou shalt be like the lotus-flower growing out of the mud." 
"When a hasty word hath once been spoken, a team of four horses 


may pursue but cannot bring it back." 
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Japanese population in San Prencieco 


Aecording to the Secretary of the Japanese Association 
of San Franciseo the Japanese population in San Francisso 
ia @ little over 7,000. The majority of them are wage earn- 
ers, working mainly in the following sections of industry: 


indus Ho. of firms. Ho. of om ees 
Domestic 1500 
Trade stores | 358 150 
Laundry 16 120 
Cleaning & Dyeing 121 60 
brinting 8 60 
Florists 60 
Food shops 9 30 
Grocery stores 10 35 
Resteurants 17 20 
ixpress companies 9 20 
Hotels 39 10 
Banks 5 20 
Building trades 16 
Sehools 20 
Haitora 5 30 
Religious bodies 37 20 
Varine 15 


Total 2176 
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Also it is interesting es notice that these Japanese 
including American born young people, belong to 120 organi- 
zations, namely sports (16), religious (35), provineial (22) 
and others. The following oreanize tions are outstanding: 


Organization - Membership 

1. Japanese Association of 5.F. 800 

2. dapanese vorkers Amsociation 
of San Francisco 150 

3. National Spirit Preservation 
Aesociation of 5.F.« 10 
4. Japanese Student Lesaue 15 
&. Japanese Citizens hegooiation 30 
6. Hawaii Club | 10 
7. Shinko Club | 15 
8. Women's League of Kyowa Gakuen 25 
9. Japanese Society of America 66 
10. High Y Club | 25 
ll. S. Fe Student Agsociation 20 
12. Japenese Club 70 
13. California Japanese Tikes Kei 50 
14. Young Men's puddhist Association 50 
15. Women's Buddhist Association 30 
16. Young Women's Buddhist Association 60 


17. Y He cha 100 
18. YotieCos 95 
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oy zation 
19. Greatest Japanese youth 
20. dorkers Club 
21. Provinelial ‘Associations 
22. MM. Church Young Men's 
Aas ociation 


Total 


Membership 


750 


The following is a historical account of the Japanese in 
flameda County, with emphasis on the economic developnent and 
the Organization of various societies. 


CAERLAND 

Emigrating from a country, all of whose people were to 
some depree tillers of the soil, it was not unnatural that the 
firet Japanese arrivals in Cakland happened to develop flori- 
culture as an industry. In 1882, Ur. Yoshiike, one of the very 
early settlers in Alameda County estabiished himself in Cakiland. 
He went back to Japan ami returned again to America, in 1885, 
brinving with him his wife. Thowrh he worked in an American 
home for a living, his interest in flower raisins led him to 
grow chrysantherums in a vacant lot near the house of the family 
whom he served. Hie experiments were evidently miccessful for 
he was soon found en a halfeacre plot of lend at 16th and “illow 
Streete with a green house (the first among the Japanese) in 
which he cultivated flowers, srimarily chrysanthemums and car~ 
notionae Kr. Yoshiike thus occupies a prominent place in the 
history of the Japanese in California. 

In 1884, three brothers of the Domoto family arrived in 
Cakliand, and by 1885 had enlarged the damn ce floral industry 
begun by péoneer Mr. Yoshiike by the establishennt of a nur 
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fast 


sery ot Ord ami Growe Streets. Here, in addition to carnations 
and chrysanthesums, they cultivated camelias and wisteria and 
in time elso imported from Jap ans 

According to an older Japanese whe came to Cakland in 1892, 
there were, besides these two flourishing enterprises, one gen- 
eral merchandise store run by Japanese. Five Japancse studenta 
whe wanted to work their way through school, decided they would 
prefer doing something other than the usuel “school boy" work 
in American homeGe As a result, they opened a store--Fuji Com 
pany--on .ashington Street, selling cnly bamboo works at first 
and later adding other Japamse art goods. By 1902 it had deve 
eloped into a large store includihg anong its merchandise, Jap= 
anese foods and necessary ingredients for Japanese cockefy. 
By 18€2, also, there hai already been organized a Japanese 
Church, known as the . ke Mission on 5th and Brush otreets. 
At the arrival of every and any Japanese at an Oakland station, 
nesro prrters ushered them immediately and cirectly to the 
Yissicon as the haven where assistance of all kinds was offered 
to Japanese newecrers. At that time there were only three 
occupied by Japancse (all of them rented) and though there were 
quite a number of men, the Japanese women numbered merely three. 

Although in 1892, there existed a club for all Japanese, 
it was not until 1898 thet there was found a true gatherirg 
place or a meeting center for the Japanese in the form of a 
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combined pool room, grocery, ami barber shop. This date marks 
also the beginnines of the rise of various business undertake 
ings by the Japanese. Barber shope, employment ogeneies and 
groceries sprang up, catering to Japanese patronage. Cther. 
trades, such as bath houses, cobbling, tailoring, and the reste 
aurant business urdertakines were established seeking American 
as well as Japanese customers. The Japanese cobblers did a 
flourishing grade, for at that time cobbling was all ea matter 
of handwork and the Japanese were known to do the best and 
most skilied work. Cobblers thus stood first in point of nue 
ber and in due time they formed an all-California Union. Howe 
ever, with the advent of the reapiring machine, the Japanese 
shoe repairer's skill in hardiwork lost its advantage, and there 
cecurred a decline in their importance and number. 

In the year 1900, an incident occurred in Cakland which 
led to the organization of the Japanese Association. A Jap= 
anese man was found dead on the street, with no relatives or 
friends to claim him mor to arrange for a proper burial. The 
realization that similar accidents might feeur, resulted in 
the formation of a Mutual Benefit Fraternal Organization which 
evolved into what is today known as the Japanese Assceiation. 
The purpose of the Agsociation is to keep records pertaining 
to the Japanese in the community (for one is found in every 
district wherein there is a large Japanese population), and to 
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interest ihself in the general welfare of the Japams@e Cre 
ganizations of similar service clubs on a sraller ecale soon 
followed; the members of each of these were bound together 
because they came from the same prefecture in Japane 

The development of churches and lenguage schools also 
constitute an important phase in the history of the Japanese. 
In 1903, a disagreement among the members of the li. i. Mission 
resulted in its division. A third of ite original congrezae 
tion remained with the Mission, a third formed a Buddhist 
Church and another third organized a Congregaticml1 Churches 
in 1905 the &. EB. Chureh South was added to this number of 
religious associations, as well as 4 Unitarian Church which 
however, lasted chiy a year. 

About the same time, in 1804 to be exact, a Japanese 
Language Schoole-the first in the county--had ite beginning in 
the Budchist Church. Beth Buddhist and Christian children had 
been attending this echool. Difficulties arose with the pre 
Gominance of Christian members, and were resolved in the fore 
mation, in 1916, of the Cakland Japenese Language School and 
another school in the 4. E. Church. Iater the Cakland Japan 
ese Language School came to be known as the Exsi By Language 
Senool, amd underwent another split-up, with one part trans» 
planted into the Buddhist Church. 

The year 1904 was recalled by ohe elderly Japanese os the 
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date of the performance of the first mrriage ceremony in the 
western style among the dapanese. Among other Inportant cone 
temporary events in the history of the Japamse in this dige 
trict was the organi zation in 1906 of the Japanese Business 
Men's Associstion. It died after two years of existence, but . 
resumed ite activity in 1915, boosted by the PanePacifie Exe 
position in San Franciseos In 1906 also, another business en= 
terprise made its beginning, namely, the Pacific Printing Come 
pany, arising out of the need for some center on this side of 
the Bay for printing work in the Japanese lancugge. The foll- 
owing year, the Empire Printing Company afforded competitions 
Recertly the first of these two companies experienced a change 
of management and is now operated unier the name of the Santo 
Press (Zast Hay Press). , ) 

The year 1904 also is sisnificant in markine the date of 
the establishment. in Cakland of branch offices of the Japane se- 
American News, the New Yorld Daily, smi the Sen Francisco Newe, 
all daily journals with main offieca in San Francisco. This 
atep is important and interesting as an implication of the crowe — 
ing number ond importance of Japanese residents outside of San 
Francisco, necessitating the creation of these branch offices. 
A weekly called “The Nation" also existed at the tine, but al~ 
org with the San Francisco News mentioned above, it had only a 
two year duration. In recent tines, a third daily newspapers. 
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the North American Morning Sun, appeared, but a year or 60 
aco because three dailies were unnecessary to serve the lime 
ited dupanese resding public, it merged with the New Yorld — 
Maily into the New Yorld-Sun Daily. | | 

In addition to these organs reporting events ani facts of 
the Japanese community and of the world at lerve, there was 
startec in 191% ae weekly called The North Star, a sort of crite 
ical review, criticizing andcommenting on events rather than 
merely offering factual information. It contimed until 1926, 
a few years after the death of its orisinal fourider. in 1927, 
the co-editor of this weekly besan editing end publishing a 
sixilar critical journel called The North Averican Reviews 

In 1906 the San Francisco earthquake and fire led many 
Japanese to make their homes in Cakiend. The tow important 
Japarese daily newspapers named above, the Japanese American 
News and the New “orld Daily transferred their headquarters to 
Oakland for about a year, returning «o San Franeciseo et the 
end of that time when the city had been partially rebuilt. As 
was natural, this influx of the Japanese populace into Oakland 
28s a great boon te the trades and various bus iness concerns 
of th: Japanese in that city. In fact, in 1907, there were ore 
ganized two banks, the Commercial Savings Bank and the Nippon 
Bank to accommodate the many Japarese temporarily residing in 
Oakland. In 1909, both of these banka closed due to the return 
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of the Japanese people to can Francisco, amid aimee then, there 
nas been no bank cyned or operated by the Cspanese for the Jape 
ANe SC « 
As for the present, the following is somewhat of a summary 
of the principal occupations of the Japanese in Cekland: 
Hou sework (and cooking) in ‘merican hones 


Gardeninge=j<gimce about 1925 
tat 


Laundries 

business enterorises with the createst capital 
Jurseries 
Shoe repairing 


. Tailorin: 
important with regard to quantity. 

Nureerics 

Laund ries 


Cleani:¢ esteblishments--<-in crtant since about five years 
AGO e 


uroceries—--nost important trade of the Jspanese since 
a few years ago. Hany Japarese own the fruit 
and vegetables sections of lerge American 
markets, and a few are preprietors of carkets 
in their own righte 
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These general observa tions cover remarks, which to 
avoid repetition on so many of the individual report sheets, 
I have put together here. | 

The Japanese with whom i have had contacts have been 
almost entirely of the ordinary social scale. I have not, 
so far, come in contact with any having partioularly re- 
markable experiences. They have cone from all parts of Ja~ 
pan ag will be noticed in the report sheets of the indivi-~ 
dual eases. They are of vari ous occupa tions. 

the depression has cut the ineome of most of them fifty 
percent or even more, and many are barely making expenses. 
Probably fifty dollars e month would be the limit of the in- 
come, at present, of most of these small business people, 
eardencrs, shoe-repairers; with seventy-five to one hundred 
dollars for storekeepers ana florists. 

The social contri bution of the ordinary adult Japanese 
who have been in this country, as far ag i ean teli, is not 


appreciable. They are rather benefited by the situations — 
“encountered here in business, work, and living conditions. 
‘They say, generally, that they find it easier to make a con- 


fortable living here than in Japan, and even with the de- 
pression most of them prefer to remain here. 
Because of the isolation of the Japanese through lan- 
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guage Qifficoulty ani racial matdoathe for the ordinary class 
Japanese there is not so BAG. exchange of culture as with 
races who are not so igola ted. These wiom I have contacted 
speak of the £riendliness of customers and neighbors. The 
Japanese Go not live in eclontes 60 mach, but are scattered 
about. Consequently the nae they are in contact with ac- 
quire some knowledge of Japenese thought and custom. But on 
the other hand, there is a bereas acquisition by the Japanese — 
ef some measure of the culture af Amerios. 

fae younger iG eieee bi caiel especially those born in this 
country and attending the pablic echools, grow up to be quite 
American in their habits. Host of these know but little Ja- 
paness, in apite of being ina tracted for an hour a day in Ja- 
panese in their Japanese catueitae Sehools, for thie is insuf- 
fietens to give them fluency. Constantly using mnglish, the 
younger generation think in imglish ana ywefer this 
Their knowledge of Japaness re Limited to the emall amcaunt 
which they exehanges with their parents on other elders. 
| I find @ great desire on the part of the Japanese here 
to be American in their habits end ways of life. They are 
hindered, however, by the janguage obstacle. imglish lan- 
guage classes offer less benefit for the Jepanese than for 
those whose language is nearer the English, besause of the 
radically different way of putting thoughtse Consequently, 
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the Japanese have their goed el life mos tly with their ow 
people. The racial antipathy toward the Japenese likewise 
emphasizes this isolation. As & result the exchange of 
mMentel and social culiure is not what it might be otherwise, 
so far as the ordinary Mase of Japanese is concerned. 

fhe Japanese men of these ordinary walks of life have 
in gemral come to America single, ang remained so for some 
time before obtaining wives from JEPAN « 

One bright Japanese etudent of the University put up a 
plier to me for the young gemration of Japanese parentage» 
He said, “Here we are born in this country, so are Americans 
by birth, and we want to renin here and be really Anericans, 
but see how things are datiees ths Don't you think we are 
in an unfortunate situntion? Is there nothing that can be 
done abont it?” 
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Vocational Opportunities for the Japanese Second~ 

Generation: , 

le Agriculture 

Ze Fishing 

Se Laboratory technician 
 &e Retail business 

6. Lantscape gardening 

6. Photography 

V7. Nursery 

8, Ordental trade 
De Ob0s 
Thie report was compiled with the assistance of Editor Ima- 
seki of the North American: Morning Sun. 


The Pacific anf Nisei ava are here, but where the era of 
opportunities and chances for success are, the Nisei frankly 
are at 4 loses Every year these Japanese~-Americans find come 
petition keener, profite harder to obtain, and the day for 
them is past when a young ean can hope to come out of school 
at 25, work until 45 and then retire with oompetences-and con- 
fidence. Today the Nisei yeath, like their mothers and fa- 
thers who have jumped from one occupation to another and not 
unlike millions of Americans, are finding readjustment indeed 
@iffioult to the means to which they have long been accustomed. — 
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They drift in the economic storm, trying to find a refuge in 
which they oan build their homes, their livelihood. 

Every year nearly three million young people in the 
United States reach the age at which ney gan go to work. For 
five years they have found almost every trade, factory and 
profession supplied with all the workers it needed» The Nisei 
disappointment and disillusionment has been no exceptions They, 
up until the recent depression, were taught that education was 
primarily the “thing". ‘The degree of education is still a 
fairly good index of secial position, but now, many Nisei with 
a fairy amount of education have found themselves not qualified 
for life's work. These youths, high sehool graduates and even 
college men and women, who have specialized in two or three 
subjects and topped off their academic knowledge with some 
practieal experience in stores, shops or farms, have had, to 
be sure, their chance of employments They may grease cars in 
garages, glue painted knioknacks together in art good stores 
ox even deliver the groceries. The long and short of it 16 + 
they have had a better abance of getting work than those who 
pled without education, viesen or ambition. 

But these youths, like millions of typical Americans, have 
found that it takes more than that. It now takes social and 
technical adaptability, ambition and some real hard work and 
self-appraisal to make their goal in life. fruly no Nisei is 
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satisfied with hie condition as it existe. Everyone is seek-~ 
ing & way out~-too many in the line of least resistance, The 
College graduate has come to think that the world owes him a 
living, but that is soon Lost with hie other college ideale. 
Many of them fresh from the high institutions of learning re- 
fuse to occupy positions hela by high school graduates and 
waste their time while they await “an opportunity" to pursue 
their life's work. The Nisei hewe:been accused of having only 
a hazy motion of what they want to 49; too many belisve that 
4f they secure an education a good job will be supplied them. 
The Nisei have been accused of being too introverted, and lack- 
ing the agressiveness of their white companions and henee fall 
by the wayside. Whatever it may be, the Nisei face a problems 
The problem is; what should the Nisei do about seeking their | 
Livelihood? | | 

It is too early to predict what means the Hisei will use 
to accomplish success. So far what is known today is that 
there has been little planning. Also what « few have done and 
what the rest are to do is not easy to predict since there are 
too many conflicting factors ant there are too few of the sec- 
ond generation of age to afford any real basie for judging 
what the remainéer will do. 1¢ is true, the parents of the 
older second generation are suffering from blasted hopes when 
“the "career" they planned for their ohildren has come to naught. 
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It has been the greatest aidas soictesent for most mothers and 
fathers of sapuacndiideritin. boys and girls. 

The Nisei may do many nines to help themselves to a 
better understanding. First, he may follow the way of the 
first generation. So far ‘tie Japanese have largely entered 
three fields, farming, dperatize retail establishments, and 
fishing. It is reasonable res suppose that many Nisei will 
continue in the same lines. But what is the situation today? 
The sons of farmers continually hearing of bad years, of debts, 
of toil, coupled with the extecia of the present business de- 
pression, which intensify the gloominess of the whole picture, 
are not any too anxious to step into their fathers' shoes. 
Neverkheless, agriculture offers the greatest opportunity for 
employment, the dutctatanaent of homes and the chance to pros- 
per. Here the Japanese ase tetrad for they are among the best 
workers and come into least competition with the Occidental 
elements of the population. The Nisei can lease and buy land 
and thus establish ribievlenvaldned and prosper according to 
theix knowledges 

fhe most successful oocupation in which the Japanese are 
engaged is that of raising vegetables. Seemingly there are 
real opportunities of expanding this field both horizontally 
and yertically--horizontally by increasing the production of 
vegetables, berries and other agricultural products, and ver~ 
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tically, by controlling the marketing of these products from 
producer to consumer ously “and in the East. The Japanese 
have already established véchtable markets and grocery stores. 
With fish, they should be able to do the same, as they catch 
80 many. But until more second generation citizens enter the 
fishing industry there is Little likelihood of development 
there, far the first manera tien euffer from the fear that 
their livelihood will be taken from them by legislation. Ja 
panese excel in the gold fish business. They are also excel- 
lent gardeners. Why would they not in time become nurserymen 
and enter landscaping? their tea gardens are unique and 
should be popularized. 

‘Similarly there should be more florist shops owned by 
Nisei following in the line of vegetable shops, as they raise 
flowers most competently. Here, there is opportunity. for 
those with a specialized knowledge of agriculture, production, 
marketing, bus iness vruettade and efficient management. it 
would seem that the Nisei would have many advantages over 
whites in export and import business with Japan. But this 
presupposes mastery of the two languages which we have seen 
is seldom the case for even one languages Those planning such 
@ career should recognize that there is great competition for 
positions and prepare themselves accordingly. Retail outlets 
for Japanese goods and curios have not been developped to any 
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great extent. opportunities are open here. The time is rapid- 
ly approaching when « euisun ouaat in the Japanese retail busi- 
ness must be made, for the Nisei are trading elsewhere more and 
more. Yet if Nisei stores BES run according to present Ameri- 
can standards there would be no grounds for discouraging Nisei 
to take up the field. | 

fesead upon studies of the aptitudes of Japanese it would 
geem that the younger generation would step into places where 
they are moat efficient, but such has not been the case. Ja- 
panese are superior to whites in finger coordination and reac- 
tion time, and ell this suggests the possibility of their be- 
coming leboretory technicians, but no one has yat tried the 
field. Japanese are fond of photography and again few have 
taken the trouble to search for opportunities. Japanese have 
qualifications for teachers , ministers and social workers to 
@ greater degree than aiken? yet fewer of them ere planning 
such careers. The chief difficulty, however, is in teaching, 
which is hardly open to the Nisei in public schoolse it will 
be wiser for them to forego any possible opportunity until the 
days of agitation have been praatioally forgotten. Japanese 
are generally thought of as a artistic nation, yet very few 
Nisei have gone in for eine expresaion. | 

A great variety of tasks are neceseary in order that the 
work of the world may be performed. The attention of the youxg, 
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however, has been directed to only a few of them. It is ob- 
vious that all young people need vocational guidance. Ameri-~- 
can schools supply some information, but they notoriously 
direct students away from the trades and egriculture into 
“white collar" jobs and they give pitifully little informa- 
tion about economic life. At is unfortunate that what per- 
teins to earning a living is viewed as vocational, not cul- 
tural, and that it is so often felt that only cultural sub- 
jects should have place in high school or college. it is not 
surprising that there is e large minority ef graduates from 
college with no idea of ine they are going to do to earn & 
living. 
It is kmpossible to advise the Nisei what to do. Too 

many complicating factors enter in to make such prophecies of 
little significance. ‘True, the chances are against them, but 
the important thing is that the Nisei mst investigate the 
possibilities ahead end not follow slavishly the educational 
ami oecupational programe of their elder brothers. 
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A summary of what general opinion 1 got of the Japanese 
in San Francisco through interviewing, aS &@ social worker, 
ani as "one of them". I believe it is a true picture of "ug". 
In making this summry report I shall have to jump fran one 
thing to another; a few. things may not be either interesting 
or necessary, but I shall have to ask the reader's forgive- 
nesse Unaccustomed as I am ke writing I shall try my best-- 
whatever comes to my mind 1 shall pat down -- so, proceeding-- 

Recently we have had many editorials in our Jayanese 
news papers up and down the .coust regarding the second gensra- 
tion problems. The Japanese people, especially, seem tc dift- 
ferentiate very markedly between the Japanese born amizrpaised 
ani the Amevican or Hawaiian born. 

The first generations, our parents, seem to have tt set 
in their minds that if their offeprings, the second genera- 
tions, act "American", they've "gone to the dogs". Here are 


‘some of the things they want us to do: talk more Japenese, 


act more Japanese, and think more Japaneses I have two chiid- 
ren. Heaven help me if my frients, the “elder” ones, find mp 
talking inglish to the children. They will say that the child- 
Yen will learn English fast enough, but no Japanese, because 
this ien't Japan, so that's the reason why they want me end 
the wife to speak Japanese within cur homes. | 
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We second-gensration Japanese ere starting to realize 
now that it is imperative that we understand our parents’ 
tongue. After all we're Jayaneat, end it is really fanny 
when I bump into a fellow of my om race who can't speak oF 
underatand Japanese at all. Some used to feel that, being 
that way, we were 100% Americans. Boshi Ho matter if we 
spoke English perfectly cur faces wouldn't lie, we're un- 
mistekably Asiatics, moregver we are Japanese. Our Ameri~ 
ean friends expecially on the Pacific Coast, would never for- 
get it. Another thing, if we unferstand how to read, write 
anf speak in the Japanese language and if we should go to 
Japan, it would be a whole lot easier to land jobs or to do 
anything. I know of many who have gone to Japan because 
they have been unable to find positions here, and Inve found 
good ones in Japan. Hany, 00, have come back because they 

eouldén't find jobs or hold onto thea, because they were un- 
able to talk “every day Javanese" s That's what confronts 
many of the second generation Japanese. Also, many of us are 
so "Americanized" that we think, act and talk that way. Sat 
when it cones to earning our daily bread we realize the futi- 
lity of it all. We ask for debe at a Japenese place, ani we 
~ have to understand the Japenese language, mannera, custome; 
if we work for the Japanese, the same; if we go in business 


for ourselyes, it's the sane. 
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How, if we should go ee leok for a job anongat the 
other races, we have to take secong choice, except in same | 
few positions where the "whites" or other Asiatios ean't or 
G@on't know how to ao it. worse then that, there are no open- 
ings except as domestic ora few "select" jobs, because of 
prejudice and also because the other employees "kick". With 
more second generation Japanese coming of age each year, 
with many from the colleges, it is a problem for America, 6s- 
pecially on the Pacific Coast. 

Take the fellows eming from college: those that come 
with degrees in many professions and trades, even with Phi 
“Bete Kappas and Sigma Xis can't find jobs. what do they do? 
4 graduate who holds an electrics) engineer's degree tried 
for a few years and found it impossible to secure a position, 
go he became a minister and works in his community of Japan- 
ese young people now. it happens that he didn't onferstent 
Japanese much. That wouldn't do, a0 he went to Japan to 
ctady for a few years. another, alse an electrical engineer, 
helped with work in his father's gold fish aquariwn for five 
years after he got his degres, waiting for a position. He 
never: got Lis Recently» he went to Japan and found a job as 
an engineer with the Victor Salking Machine Company. He got 
married~-that was one problem solved, but how about the 
others, past, present and future? Another electrical engineer 
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was idle for eight years, worked et everything except elec- 
trical engingering and went to Japan a few agatha BE0« 
Those receiving degrees in the field of business: 
where do they go? «-- art goods stores on Grent Averme at 
sixty doljarse per month, dusting off gilt Buddhas ané sell- 
‘ing wases to fanatics. they're not satisfied, one gan do 
thet without going to University of California or Stontora 
for four years, but what else da there? It's alwaye the . 
game tune. ‘The Japanese eren't doing business in a big 
enough way to absorb them, at least most of them. shat we 
hear is, the secont generation Japanese are not any good, 
‘ae though it were our fault tmat our parente gave birth te 
us in America, inctead of iu Jepane Without being funny, 
that's how 1% is; by blood, we're Japa; by allegiance, > 
we've Americana. We are supposed to alep when American 
battleships appear on the screen, and we join the ReOsTeCe's 
in school, be Boy Scouts, join Citizens" ieagues--and come 
"hams" in Washington dub us "apies" for the Eikado, saying . 
that we are ready at any tine to take arms in the event of 
war for the Emperor, ent that we work and send a) cur money 
to Japan. We're the “lost battalion" ~~ the "geal" Japanese 
-eondiemn us and the whites ostracicze us. Thus the New ameri- 
 @ans, the American-born have quite a problem on cur hands, 
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Sially for the increasing nunbers of éecont generation Ja~ 
panese going to Japan (hese days. With each sailing we. 
fizik more anf more of them on the passenger lists of the 
steamships. yo iba. 

Regardless of what races, if they're ew Americans 
‘they're having a tough time adjusting themselves to new en- 
vironment and ideals, especially if they have the blood of 
their yerents, with heredity Playing a Jerge part. For 
inatance, the Japanese and. chinese inerican-born all have 
that natural “born with then" appetite mont of the time for 
native food of rice, cooked or prepared in true Japanese or 
‘Chinese fashion. “Blood is thieker than water"; but as the 
generations pass, we get "Anerieunized" ow whatever you eal) 
it, and get to enjoy ribesteak anf potatoes in preference to. 
sakiyaki or ghop suey. How take my wife, she's of the third 
generation, whereas I'm of the seconds She's more American 
than I am, and only recently learning the Japanese alphabet, 
she talke Japanese with an accent « That's eaay to accomt 
for. Her parents were Aner iean-born, spoke more English, 
aid things in the anericen style and never saw Japan. ‘They 
_ «~Wreferred america. Saturally, uy wife me bound to becons 
less Japanese. How, ay children, being of the fourth eenera- 
tion on my wife's aide (there are only a few such in america. 
I don't know cf any, fourth generation children outside of ny 
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own) are “worse” or "better" Americans. Nothing Jepanese 
ig: left in them. ; 7 
It's interesting how envisument changes wie That's 

the way with the second generation Japanese. Hostly, they 
ean't understand Japanese at ali; they ging popular songs, 

tune in jace bands on their radios, read risque novels, teil 
| smatty jokes, go see "het" movies, neck, wear stylish clothes, 
@lope to Reno, go to dances, prefer sport roadaters, eat 
cream poffs, play golf, end think it snaszy to look sophis- 
ticated. What can you do with them. And the immigrant Dad 
and Mother trying to make them realize that they are after 
all Japanese, teach then Japanese manners and gustoms, lan~ 
guage end ideals, and make then attend Japanese churches, 80 
that they may incorporate a little of the Japanese with their 
American ways. The perents certainly have a tough time. Here 
are the parents of girls, daughters ready for marriage, with 
not such of prospective hushande to piek from. They have 
degrees, but no jobs; most of them have no future in America 
ani most are care-free. I know of one family which has five 
daughters, all of marriagesble age, but no prospect. maybe 
enough material, but not mach to shoose from. 

At the present: time, I can say truthfully, many are 

struggling on, with one eye toward a position ultimately in 
Japan because unless conditions change through better coopera~ 
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tion or America's realization of their problem, they see no 
bright future here. In the meanwhile the secon’ generation 
young people are deing the ir beat, despite the times. ‘Hany 
are still managing to enter schools of higher education and 
striving to do good. The older second generation are of 
about forty to farky five years of age, the next eroap about — 
twenty to thirty, and down to new born babies Plus many of 
the third generation, and before long the fourth generation, 
but the second generation nenbera seem to have the bulk of — 
the responsibility, because by what they do or don't accom- 
plish, the people of America Will know the Japanese in Aneri< 
Cas America has the reeponsibility in educating and making 
of them and their children good Amerimns. The second genera- 
Sion Japanese have a double duty of representing the Japanese 
allegiance to America. : 
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When I was small 1 could always tell Etas by their 
ameli, for they always worked at jobs that Japanese dis~ 
iikei. They were grave yard Giggers, unfertakers, dog 
catcher, Sleughter house workers, Samnery workers and fur 
dealers. | 

Etas came first from Korea and China, but could find 
no work 80 they bad to do the work others refused. As @ 
result they were outonsts end lived together in one part 
of the town or city end married only among themselves. Of 
course in Japan when o meeiage takes place the history of 
the bride and groom is examined by the parents. if one is 
found to be an Eta, the marriage is not allowed, with the 
Sesult that they are forced to marty their own kind. 

Bta means Girty in Japanese. The Etae were very much 
aike the Jews and were vary seving and apent vary Little, so 
Eta colonies were very rich. 

In Japan if you held up four fingers and gaia "He ie 
this", 1% meant he was an Eta. It signified the zta's work- 
ing with four legged enisale in their various eccupstions 
sach as slaughter — tog er Gead horse removers 
and enimal skinners. : 

In 186Y when the Daimyo retured and the Euperor became 
the sole ruler, the Eta scattered ell over Japan so people 
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would not know they were Ztae and found work much the seme 
as the rest of the Japanese. They also went to the pablic 
schools and became soldiers. Fifteen or twenty years after 
this time they were forgotten and not mech knom of then for 
they were assimilated with the reat of the Japeneses 

Today in Osaka there is a large population of about 
20,000 ka diving in one part of the city called Nishi hema 
oho. They carry on the same kind of work as their forefathers 
aid, and this mrt of tow stinks just like your butcher town. 

The ta 41a not leave Japan because they were not edu 
cated and mew nothing of other sountriese They first iumi~ 
gra ted to the Hawaiian Ielands about 1900 to 1910, end then 
eame to the United States. There are only a few end it is 
aiffiealt to tell them from the reat of the Japanese, for 
they do not mention that they are Ete. 
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In the Oriental Communities of the Pacifia Coast cities 
there are growing up today second generation young people who 
are unacquainted not only with the culture of tueir parents, 
but with that of the land of their birth. They may have high 
- p@hool diplomas and monbership in churches and other organi- 
zations without becoming adjusted to Ameri¢an life. as I am 
8 Japanese gollege woman, I shall Speak only of the gixls' 
problem, although I fancy the shai is not particularly dit- 
ferent. | a 
-fhe American Srequently Sear ‘the Japanese giri 
and thinks that she lacks initiative, begause she is retiesnt, 
“pimta and’ self-effacing. she lives behing an invisible wall, | 
belittles her talents, and puecare. +0 sit back and enjoy other 
people's work rather then riek the possible cisapproval of her 
own. These Amer'donn-Japenese girls are intelligent, and often 
have gonsiderable ability, even if they have pleyed the part 
of onlookers. When they arésmlone du: theie cows group, they be- 
cone interested, arti atenats and often distinctly original. 
“Ghere is a Japanese song which characterizes their attitude 
toward outsiders. "You hide your thoughts behind our fant, In 
so doing they never give others a chance to know them. 

Their self-effacement is better understood in the light 
of their background. Most of their parents came to the Paoific 
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Coast av hardworking iunigvante and found employment in fruit 
orchards, vegetable and other farms, or in domestia service. 
They looked upon America ane land ef golden opportunity, 
where, after a few years of hard work, they could amage a come 
petence and then return to their beloved Japanese Therefore, 
they were willing to live in shabby houses, deny themselves al- 
most every pleasure and live often on inadequete foode They 
aid not learn English, nor try to understand Ameri¢gan ways. 
They simply wanted to get rich end aail how to Japan. 

Before long theae men found life was not so simple on the 
West Coast as they had anticipated, and, moreover, they were 
not getting rich. Worst of all they could not sail home. then 
they realized they were to spend many years in a foreign land, 
they sent for their wives and established their familiess Even 
then, the idea of returning to Japan was in the back of their 
heads» They aid not improve their homes, or try to become a 
part of the Aneriean community bare. “tn 

As the years passed and the children grew up, the pros- 
pest of returning to Japan grew even more remotes "They then 
began to realize that they mst take steps to educate their 
Amerigan ohildren, and to introduce more semblance of perma 
nencse into their way of life, for the children would be 
strangers in Japan as they themselves had been in Ameri¢a. AS 
community probleme were now pressing to be met, a makee-shitt 
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permanent community was begune | 

surrounded on all sides by prejudice of which the seoond 
generation has no conception, the Japanese took up their homes 
often in the so-called blighted areas, Built their shops and 
amusement places, language schoole and churches; for whatever 
happened the children must be taught the language of the fa- 
therland, Often all of the etter districts in a town would 
be closed to them, and they were forced to congregate where~ 
ever they could fing a place. to lives Heesause they were hard-+ 
working people, and still are, their contacts were with the. 
humbler clase of Americans. 

Rising out of thie background, it is not strangesthat the 
second generation Japanese woman sometimes retires from reali- 
ty, particularly when we remember that tradition has glorified 
reticence, repression and selflessness for women. Thig une 
happy history, however, offer little exeuse for the extreme 
attitude of some young wonen. todays. Unlike theiz mothers they 
do not have to work hard, nor do they have to meet the humilia- 
tion of being unwanted foreigners emi the burning prejudice. 
saffered by their parents. These twentieth century girle fore 
get that through the ages the gelf-effacing Japanese woman has 
been strong and courageous, ready, when necessary, to fight as 
a brave warrior, Today, cosmopolitan people welcome American- 
Japanese women, and a broader life is open to them than was 40 
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their motherss In sohool and Gollege they make many friends 
who are glad to continue their friendehip after campus dayss 

Unfortunately, too often the second generation girl will 
take a degree and saoot back to the community to be swallowed 
up in its ease and pettiness. Sometimes through the dominat- 
ing influence of the elders, the young women flounder about 
in vain for something to earn ape American social life many 
do not know how to reach, and Japanese, too, is beyond their 
grasps Many of these young people do not even speak Japanese, 
and most of them neither read nor write the languages ‘There 
they are, hanging in mid-air wanting opportunities for self- 
expression, yet not knowing how to eet them. 

These are some of the eek’ cas why the work of a group 
leader in a Japanese community center is difficult, but chal- 
lenginge To arouse the dormant interest in things about them; 
to awaken initiative; to stand by while these stranded young 
people are groping for « finer life, and above all to help 
them appreciate the culture of both lands offers a career of 
usefulness second to none. | 

fo ve apecific, what are some of the immediate possibi-~- 
lities of realizing these ideals? At present their social and 
intellectual activities are limited to theiy church anf some 
other organization as the YolleCeAe of their own nationality. 
In short, they still keep within the confines of their own 
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Community. Would it not be possible to plan meetings with 
eroups of different nationalities; to enjoy each others! 
programs and to help each others! problems through talking 
over their common difficulties. The International Institute 
has made a beginning, and the Japan Soot ety has helped to 
bring about better understanding between leaders in Japanese 
and American communities. : 

Then might there not be small meetings of second genera~- 
tion Japanese and other groups for the friendly and joyous 
exchange of ideas and talents? From time to time these groups 
might be entertained in their Glubs, or in the homes of under~ 
standing people of both nationabities. Social functions with 
all the finesse and nicéties of both Japan end of America, 
not too much to frighten the young people and mke them 111 > 
at ease, but enough to make them sense the difference between 
the haphazard end the find shed way, would give invaluable as- 
sistance « 

An enterprising, enthusiastic olub leader could find 
through a study of the programs of other clubs many ideas to 
enrich the programs of the ae oond geueration clube. Classes 
will become a succese, if the leader fits them to the needs of 
the group. When the members find they are doing interesting 
things better and better, their interest will need no pushing, 
but the young people wili come to the center of their own ace 
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cord. Occasionally the discouraged will need extra atten- 
tion, but their success will give the leaders great aatiae 
faction. Time and attention given to this group will bring 
the greatest compensation to a club leaders 

Awakening interest and enthusiasm wii lead to creatives 


| ness, then to initiative and pride in accomplishment, whether 


great or small. Then will come to the individuals a desire 
$o share theiy treasures with all, irrespective of creed or 
nationality, and with the rise of this feeling, the Japanese 
communities cannot remain closed. 
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ee Now, if we should go 56 look for a job amongst the 

: other races, we have to foe second choice, except in sime 
few positions where the twhites" or other Asiatiss can't or 
don't know how to do it. Yerws than that, there are no open-. 
ings except as domestic or by few "select" jobs, because of | 
prejudice and also because the other employees "kick". With 
more second generation Japanese coming of age each year, 
with many from the colleges, . it is a problem. for America, eg- 
pecially on the Pacifio Coast. 

fake the fellows eine from college: those that come 

with degrees in many Se A and trades, even with Phi 
Beta Xappas and Sigma Xis can't find jobs. What do they do? 
A graduate who holds an electrical engineer's degree tried — 
for a few years and found 1 impossible to secure a position, 
so he begame a minister and works in his community of Japan- 
ese young people now. It happens that he dian't understand | 
Japaneae much. That wouldn' t do, so he went to Japan to 
stady for a few years. xeckher » also an electrical engineer, 
helped with work in his father's gold fish aguarlum for five 
years after he got his aacees, waiting for a position. He 
never got it. Recently, he went to Japan and found 4 job as 
an engineer with the Victor falking Machine Company. He got 
married--that was one problem solved, but how about the 
others, past, present and future? Another electrical engineer 
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was idle for eight years, cara at everything except elec- 
trical engineering and went im Japan a few manthe ago. 
Those receiving ercaes in the field of business--~ 
where do they go? -- art goods stores on Grant Avenue at 
sixty dollars per month, dusting off gilt Buddhas and seli- 
ing vaseu to fanatics. They're not satisfied; one ean do 
that without going to University of California or Stanford 
for four years, but what eine: is there? It's always the 
Same tune. The Japanese exeis’t doing business in a big 
enough way to absorb them, at least most of them. What we 
hear is, the sesond generation Japanese6 are not any good, 
as though it were our fault: that our yarents gave birth to 
us in America, instead of pe depen. Without being funny, 
that's how itt is; by blood, we're Japs; by allegiance, 
we're Americans. We arse nee saas to Clap when American 
battleships appear on the Se and we join the R.0.T.C.'s 
in school, be Boy Scouta, join Citizens' Leagues--and some 
Fhams" in Washington dub us "epies" for the Mikado, saying 
that we are ready at any time to take arms in the event of 
war for the Emperor, and that we work and send all our money 
to Japan. We're the “lost battalion’ ~~ the "veal" Japanese 
_Gondemm us and thw whites budoactne us. Thus the New Ameri- 
@ans, the American-born have quite a problem on our hands, 
socially, culturally and economically. That may account par~ 
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tially for the increasing numbers of Gecond &eneration Jae- 
panese going to Japan these days. With each sailing we 
fim@ more and more of then on the passenger lists of the 
steamships. 

Regardless of whet, races, if they're New Americang 
they're having a tough time adjusting themselves to new en- 
vironment end ideals, especially if they have the blood of 
their parents, with heredity playing a lerge part. For 
instance, the Japenese and Chinese imericen~born all haye 
thet naturel "born with then" appetite most of the time for. 
native food of rice, cooked or prepared in true Japanese or 
Chinese fashion. "Blood is thicker than water";.but as the 
eenerations pass, we get. "amertoanizea” cr whatever you gall 
it, and get to enjoy rib-steak end potatoes in preference to 
Sukiyaki or shop Buey. Now habe my wife, she's of the third 
generation, whereas I'm of the second. She's more American 
than I am, and only recently learning the Japanese alphabet, 
she talks Japanese with en accent. That's easy to account 
for. Her parents were American-born, spoke more English, 
41d things in the American style and never saw Japan. They 
preferred American. Naturally, my wife was bound to become 
less Japanese. Now, my chiléren, being of the fourth g&tnera- 
tion on my wife's side (there are only a few such in America. 


I don't know of any. fourth gensration children outside of my 
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own) are "worse" or "better" Americans. Nothing Japanese 
4 left in then. * 

It's interesting how saxivanment ehenges uss That's 
the way with the second generation Japanese. Mostly, they 
ean't understand Japanese at @li; they sing popular songs, 
tune in jazz bands on their eaatae » Tead risque novels, tell 
smutty jokes, g0 see "hot" movies, neck, wear stylish clothes, 
elope to Reno, go to aaneed, prefer sport roadsters, eat 
* @team puffs, Play golf, and think it anazzy to look sophis- 
tiecated. What can you do with them. And the immigrant pad 
and Mother trying to make them realize that they are after 
ell Japanese, teach them Japanese manners and customs, lan- 
éuage end ideals, and make them attend Japanése churches, se 
that they may incorporate a little of the Japanese with their 
Ameriean ways. The parents certainly have e tough time. Here 
are the parents of girls, ‘uaa ready for marriage, with 
not much of prospective cannes to pick from. They have 
degrees, but no jobs; most of them have no future in America 
and most are care-free. I imow of one family whieh has five 
daughters, all of mrriageable age, but no prospect. Haybe 
enough material, but not mach to choese fron. 

At the present time, I gan say truthfully, many are 
atrugeling on, with one eye toward a position ultimately in 
Japan because unless conditions change through better ccopera- 
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tion or America's realization of their problem, they see no 
bright future here. In the meanwhile the second generation 
young people are doing their dest, despite ‘the times. Many 
are still managing to enter schools of higher education ané 
striving to do good. The older second generation are of 
about forty to forty five years of age, the next group about 
twenty to thirty, and down to new born babies plus miny of 
the third generation, and before long the fourth generation, 
but the second generation nenbers seem to have the bulk of 
the responsibility, because by what they do or don't accon- 
plish, the people of inedtas will know the Japanese in Ameri- 
Gas America has the waaponsibility in educating and making _ 
of them and their ohildren pee Americans + The seeond genera- 
“tion Japanese have a double duty of representing the Japanese 
a haa to Americas 


- a Rd P y 
i} . “4 - 
f fu be Pa ’ 7 
‘ 
ay 4 


onl gael quid wtieds ad tou 
sf dexesty Drove ett ‘acteeey es ose 
axel. papi wee’ os Teed eae ‘Aadt guted tn ~ 
he etka dads tel 2 ate rele of alguns 1 i te 
‘* Ske wat ayes, Anocds 9 a ae hoon 08 tod. . 
Suede gettin Geen ~84 . ona te ot we alt en gine? oo 
an “yin, aE ts 2a diel rigaes we nag ace rind ob 
ake Le eS, hea’ als reat: ve oy Stes ee etonog, ar 
Se iE an om ei at ee r me ie ove ate me a ge of ‘ime oe % 


meets 


_ ome eS ai te ae Te foul ad sae shcnecogtin ua 
nt aa a Devine fe tikes ETO be ewes at te ae : 
bist te 2 ae tab eeste e ah v ne cat eegat hai one ra non: a 
tay, fulton alah eM sMinnd: hoon ; See aiper stot pea a 

. activate t Sat nga het seer ae Ae 


. rn . : 
mS, } 7 iho “tod ogt oxdabgetite 


' a “ 


' t 
t 
' 
“4 rf’ 
r : 
_ 
, 
J , ; 
{ § LF ae 7 
7 ity } ] ae 
: be 
fe 7 


. Five years ego when bright Hisei (second generation) 
high sehcol end college eradua tes found their diplomas "open 
sesame" to a world filled with "mo help wanted" signs, only 
then 414 they begin to realize they were facing a problem. 
This aspect of the unemployment Situation was hitting the 
Hisel tragically, bat few Mises, let elone the millions of 
whites, had, up to that tine, thought of a striking scarel ty 
of. jobs. Few second generation Japanese up to that time had 
definitely planned « career in America. Theat was five years 
egoe What is the situation today? 

-. Zhis occur tional problen ig aleo a psychological a 
blem because of the human factars involved in the study. It 
must be recognized that essentially the Nisei ere no differ- 
ent from the second generation of the other inmigrant EToUpss 
The Nisei problem ia only to & limited degree a "Japanese" 
problem, yet in many respects this is the key to the aituation. 
One of the greatest handicaps of the Kisei is not being able 
to lose his identity, a haniioap not typical of the Caucasians. 
Other peculiar but limited features are the quations of dual 
citizenship and the welter of GQilemmas confronting them such : 
as whether or not they shall be essentially Japanese or Amert« 
ean, whether they shall go to Japan or stay here, whether they 
shall marry in the Japanese way or not. The whike child is 
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confused enough by all that he encounters, but the second 
generation has this added to the burden. 

The greatest obstacle to the employment of Japanese is 
race prejudice. This is a pay chological problem. fhe solu- 
tion of this factor my solve the occupational difficulties 
confronting the lives of the daypanese~americans. From the 
Jam nese side, Nisei, buffeted about by the whites, feel 
that they are inferior. From the American point of view, 
the long prejudice of the ne tives agtinst the Japanese haa 
been extended from the first to the second generation. The 
‘average Nisei child cannot adelvty he ‘shoulda -be disliked or 
discrimimated against. Once the prejudice had been estab- 
lished against a single Japanese, the differences in his ape 
pearance or manner became signs not merely of membership in 
the Japanese race, but more important still, of the stereo- 
ty ped reactions. fhe prejudice was natural; it hae accompa- 
nied every group beesuse of aifferent factors in a comnon 
environgent. . | | 

That che pre Jadices still live today among the second 
generation is brought out continually. ‘the specific com 
plaints leveled against thon are that they are infustrious 
and sometines too successful, henes they are suspected of 
being dishonest, tricky, greedy ema grasping. There have 
_ Deen objections based on racial grounds an& both the Japan- 
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ese and the Americans edmit that the race is unassinilabdle. 
Objections on political growls have been based upon dual 
citizenship. That is how the Jepanese stands in the social 
ané economic environment of the country. There has been no 
distinction between the first and second generation. 

fo study the ocoum tional opportunities of the Hisei, 
we must dig into the his tory end the characteristies of the 
Nisei and see what are their potentialities. As a physical 
group how do the Nisei tend’ Numbering more than 69,000 ef 
which nearly 50,000 are in Californie, they soon will provide 
an immense problem as far ss jobs and positions are concerned. 
Today the number of second generation Japanese over 2] years 
of age ia around 6,000, so the problem is etill that of a 
younger group whose averege age is around fourteen. 

As fer as mente] ability is congerned, Japanese etd 
whites are nearly equal. on the basis of school marke Japan~ 
ese are distinctly superior to whites in Junior and Senior 
High Schools, but slack Jater on. then compared with uhites 
in stanferd educational tents, gremmar schoul Japanese are 
‘lower on the whole in school subjects calling largely for 
linguiatic ability; in aritnmetic and spélling they are 
equal to and superior to eli tae The Nisei have artistic 
aptitudes, but they have not as yet entered skilled crafts. 
They are neither masters of English or Japaneses They are 
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honest, as fer as orime and delinquency records shows 

‘As to osoupational ani yooati onal interests the Nisei 
have so far shown en interest in agriculture: very few in 
skilled trades, many in punt nen and professions. So far 
very few have entered administrative work because of the 
objection of whites to working under Crientals. Until Je- 
panese enter more into skilled trades, where they are most . 
efficient, that field will be closed to them. 

The Kisei heve followed the steps of their parenta. 
They have become gardeners, marke tnen, grocers. Yery few 
have as yet gone out into new fields. A few have gone into 
the garage business. The dominant Japanese characteristic 
is that Japanese will seck occupations in which they cen be 
their own bosses. The professions meet this requirement; 

’ aleo farming, retailing, even gardening and house Cleaning ; 
tut why not extend this to other occupations? The vocation- 
@l-oocuye tional problem is also hindered by the fact that 
the Nisei have little capital to work with. Although some 
Japanese have some capital the majority of Nisei will have 
to work out a solution of their CRN. « 

These things consi dered, how is the second generation 
going to earn a living ané bios ie it going to get along with 
whites are two intimtely related questions. Hentally and 
morally the Japanese-Americans are similar to whites. Morally 
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the Nisei are possibly superior to whites. Considering 
their opportunities the peeons generation have go fer made 
an excellent reoord. fhey are eager for education; their 
Scholastic records have been above averages Yhysical dif- 
ferences have little practical significance except in the 
striking fact that the Japanese-Americans Go not look like 
Americans.e There is no question but thet thie very greatly 
affecte their problems. Bat the Japanese are partly to 
Dlame- They have not striven to minimize this difference. 

The crux of the whole Hives problem then, reste upon 
the answer to three questions: Will the whites radically 
change their conception of the Japanese as time goes on? 
If so, how rapidly will so.ch a change take place? And fin- 
ally, how fer will such a change got 

The answers to these three questions depend very Histone 
upon how the second generation Japanese conduct themselves. 
If they show adaptability and success in later life as they 
have already given evidence in achool, and in behaving them- 
selves out of school, they inl find the attitude toward 
them changing for the better. The answers to the three ques- 
tions depend, to some degree, ‘apon how the Japanese in Japan 
eonduct themeclves. ‘The better dapan-Amerioa relations there | 
exist, the better i will be for the Nisei. The future for 
the Nisei isa optimistic. There is a big struggle, however, 
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in first overcoming race Pre jugice; seoont, in the Nisei 
Overcoming their inferiority Complexe The best advice is~- 
this is not a time for extreme Specialization. 

The second generation eroup must recognize that their 
progress Will come by climbing the ladder of success. Other 
Second generation dmbigrant groups Dave Drogressed beyond 
their parents. But for the most part they have not achieved 
the position that their own children attained later on. The 
Hisei suecess will be measured by the distance progressed 
from the point where the first generation stopped and by She 
Variety of directions in which it advances. 
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In my various reports 1 have struck the note of op- 
timiem based upon facts. the facts wesent no gloony pic- 
ture of the Japanese in pmerice. Nor do they sound an 
alarmist note as to the future relations between cur two 
countries. On the contrary I believe in the innate cepa- 
city ef the Japanese to live harmoniously with the Ameri- 
cans, and their ability to emergs happily fron their present 
plight, which is due to an organized campaign cf slander end 
fabrication that has been directed ageinst them during the 
last several years. 1 entertain feith in the seuné 
sense which will enable the leaders of the two peoples to 
arrive at an emicabdle solution ef the question so tefogged — 
by this propaganda. es 

I do not extend & hel ping hand to enti-Japanese agita- 
tion. I would fein leave thet "noble" task in the:.eble 
hendis of Messrs. HoClatehy, Johnson, Hearst, Shortridge et 
al, end their "holy" allies, the. newsjapers of California. 
People are not lacking who are 50 gloomy in temperament and — 
so mean in 4isposition that they prefer to see the dark side 
of things to the exclusion of the bright side. In ny con- 
tacts with Americans I have been led firmly to believe in 
the innate goofmess of the American heart, ag well ac the es- 
sential soundness of the American mind, and this in spite of 
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twenty five years in Californial 

During these years 1 could not nelp seeing the American 
people at their worste I also have painfally observed, and 
have been brought into direct and galling contact with car- 
tein elements, mercenary, treacherous, double-dealing, un- 
sorupulous in promoting selfish ends, who are ruthless in 
making capital of the predicament of the weak end powerless. 
At the same time, I have bees intimtely acquainted with | 
men and women, public-spirited, high minded, self-sacrifie~ 
ing, ani fearless in voloing their convictions. In contrast 
to the meanness of the self-advaneing politicians and agita- 
‘tora, the nobleness of such men and women stanis out in re- 
lief more prominently than under ordinary circumstances. The 
agitators, @allous to ineals, scorning at self-denial, unas- 
customed to do anything without expecting mterial return, 
eannot fathom the minds of those courageous Californians who 
have come forth to aid the sapanese againet this campaign of - 
abuse and slander. In imputing motives to these Californians, 
the mercenaries simply confess théir baseness and pruriency - 

I hope to forget the sordid and self-seeking, remember= 
ing only the noble and eelf-sacrificing. I bave ceased to 
look upon America as an apotheceis of justice and humanity, 
and I am neither @igillusioned nor disappointed. On the 
other hand I am thankful that the trying yeara I have spent 
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in Califomis have reveeled to ms the best, as well as the 
worst, elements of the American people, thus affording me. 
the opportunity to know that America, like the rest of the 
nations of the world, is nade up of men ani women who are 
neither superhuman nor subhumn but just simply human. As 
Burms once said, "A man's a man for a' that", I say, ‘ 
nation's a m tion for a’ that". 

No one denies that the contact of different peoples. 
and civilizations is liable te create friction. But the un- 
alterable fact is that the vest has gone to the Hast, and the 
Best has, in turm, come to the Wests And it was the vestern 
gon which battered down the doors of the East. ‘he only 
sensible and honorable course which East and weet should now 
follow would be & course of mtual concession, of mtual 
tolerance, of “live and let Live™. fhe author ie certain 
that, in the end, the responsible leaders on both sides will 
solve the question without straying far from that course. in 
my sontacts with different people, in securing interviews, 

I have learned that whether it be the races of the East or 
those of the West, we're all "brothers and sisters under the 
skin". Our wants and neeas are all the same, we have the 
same purposes in life, and when we are in like circunstances 
we behave the same, think the same, ami carry cut the same 
f{deale. I firmly believe that racial prejudice is a "packet", 
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bat also know that it is cone pLeuously present in america, 
end that if we all fight agsinet that, we gan solve many of 
our problems. I shail eyes in my last report to make a 
summary of the Japanese problem in Ameriea, the first genera- 
tions (the pioneers, our parents; grandparents for many of 
us) and ourselves, the second and third generations, what 
confronts us, what issues come before us, what we think, do 
ani wich to do. 
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Food: "Nihon-5 ", Japanese-style foode 

thile many of the customs of Japan that heave been trans= 
planted to San Frameiseco are not immediately epparent to the 
tourist or casual observer, the quaint little restaurants that 
aot the Japanese section offer a variety of dishes whose com=- 
position and serviee are distinctly of the Orient. 

Particularly on Buchanan Street, between California and 
Sutter, and on Pine, between Fillmore and Laguna, do Neon signs, 
blatant in their Occidental newness, invite one to partake of 
"Sukiyaki", the national dish of Japan. 

There ia a saying in the Orient that Chinese food is queer 
to look at, out good to eat: and that Japanese food is charme 
ing to look at, but not very good te eat. Japanese are fore 
bigden by religion, on many occassions, to eat meat, 80 fish is 
the main dish. For ancther thing, in Japan they have only few 
cows, so they use little of no milk, cream or butter. 

Food, in a typical Japanese home ore restaurant is beaut- 
ifully served. Each person's food is served seperately on a 
lacquer tray and each dish is a pleasure to look at. The soup. 
is put into lacquer bowls, from which one drinks ite The fish 
is usually fried a delightful brown, and each person has a crisp 


 14ttle one to himself. The Japanese also serve certain sorts 


of fish raw, usually, bass, tuna, rock-cod and it is served cold, 
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eut into little slices, ani eaten with a little soy sauce with 
rice. This is surprising to the Cccidental people but it is — 
surprisingly very good. The egce are often baker in seperate 
dishes, with vegetable stirred into them. Tea, of course, goes 
with every meal, and rice, instead of bread and potatoes. The 
rice is broucht in for everygody in a larze covered lacquer tub. 
For cakes, they have them made of rice or of bean curds, and a 
great many cold pickled things, radishes, lily bulbs, red beans, 
and others including bamboo shoots, bean sprouts and soy bea n 
cakese Sliced octopus, dipped in cogbination of soy sause and 
vineger is also a delicacy. Japanese est beans in som form 
every day-soya bean cakes, bean soup, fried bean cekes etc. Cne 
camnot zet. away from beans in a Japanese dich. 

Sukiyaki, is a national dish. The unique pert of it is 
that it is eaten while it is bcing cooked right in front of you. 
Usually a provision is made so that a srell one burner stove is 
placed in the riidle of the table and supplied with a large fry- 
in pan. The host or hostess, or waitress places a little water 
in the pan end the ingredients then put in. It consists of thén 
slices of beef, bean cake curd, cabbage leaves, onions, green 
onions sliced, mughrooma and gelatin strings. ‘4 little ata 
time ia edded and flavored with soy sauce, a little sugar and 
occasionaly a little “eake" is added. As they ore cocked a lit- 
tlie of each is taken from the pen unto each individual dish and 
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eaten by dipping each mouthful into beaten raw egg and with 
rice. At the end of the meal usually one tops off a meal by 
"Oechozuke", rice with tea poured over it end “taukeemono" pick= 
led vegetables. Tea, of course is served an drunk by everyone 
throughtout the meal. 

One specialty is a coad pienic lunch, which the Japanese 
take with them on trips, picnics or work. It's called "Bento", 
and comes in two little wooden boxes, alike a box-lunch. One 
echtains colé rice with either either in rounded shapes with 
sprinkles of "gome." (sesame seed) or loose, ami sometizes "red", 
when cooked with sprinkling of red beans ani veretable&B, and 
the other contains fish, pickles, lily bulbs, beane or chicken 
and maybe gelatin moulds or anything elee. A fresh pair of 
wooden chopsticks and a paper napkin are tied in. 

Chopsticks: "Hashi" 

To a foreigner, eating with chopsticks is the most exciting 
part of a Japanese dinrer. Cnce you get the trick and the feel 
of them, it is perfectly simple to eat with them. Chopsticks 
come in pairs, still fastened together at one end by a bit of the 
wood frou which they are made. As you have te split them apart 
to use them, you know that you are being served with a fresh 
pair, these are called "“wari-bashi". 

Another kind, is that made of ivory, or imitation ivory; 
they are used in formal dinners. Every household has either 
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individual chopsticks with individual containers for each mem= 
ber of the family, or else plain round lacquered “hashis" or 
those sanitary discarding chopsticks, incidentally most of them 
have toothpicks between the sticks and wound in napkins and 


then covered with paper. 


Beds: 

Many Japanese even in San Francisco still sleep on the 
floor, instead of beds, as in Japan. Usually the pillow is hard, 
and stuffed with rice or small beans. The Jeparens claim the 
reguiar bed is bad for the spine, because it caves~in in the mid- 
ale. Hany Japanese are unable to get accostumed for many weeks, 
after their arrival from Japan to sleep in beds, and sake their 
‘beds on the floor. The pillow, rests on the neck to prevent the 
women's extreme hairdress from disarrangesent. 


Uome Life: Bath, "O'furo”. 

The "MNihonefurc", or Japanese bathe of which there are 
several here, arc deep wooden affairé, and usually square, one 
sits in it first to warm and "soak", then he or she starte wash- 
ingeup, only not in the tub. He gets out of the water and soaps 
himsclf, then with a pail he scoops some water out of the bath 
and wahes the soap and dirt off of his bedy. ‘Then he gets back 
again and warms himself before getting oute Japenese like their 
baths hot, ami one leoks like a boiled lobeter when he geta out 
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ef the bath. A Japanese bath room has to be specially con- 
“structed to mect all that water splashing that is done while 
bathing. In a family it is taken in rotation: if a guest is 
present, he's first, then the father, mother, and the child- 
ren and servants lact. It‘'a still being done in America where- 
ever there'e ao Japanese bath, but it's usually on the farms. 
The game tub of water is used no matter if twenty person takes 
a bath. The water is heated by burning wood beneath the tub, 
the bottom of the tub being tin, or sheet metal with wood-slats 
ever them. Few of the bathe are large enough to hold four ad 
more persons at one tice. There may be “mixed Bathing® in Jap- 
an, but I doubt if there's any in Ameeica. But, it is comyon 
where Japanese couples take a bath together in one tub and 
*“acrub each others backs", in America. Seonony? 


Homes: *“Toko-no-ma*". 

The decorations of a dapancse home igs very simple. Us- 
ually at one end of the sitting room is a raised pistf£orm, cal- 
led the “toko~no«-ma"®, above which is hung a “kake-mono*, or 
picture seroll. On the “tekonoma" ane usually sees vases of 
brenge or porcelain, containing branches of flowering shrubs, 
and eften valuable art objects are pisced there. 


Writing: Ideogreaphs “Shadow* 
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In the Japanese language there is but one word, *kaku", 
for writing, drawing, and painting. from that {i is casy to 
see that writing has elwaye been looked upon as one of the fine 
arts. At least three or four thousand Chinese characters, or 
“idcagraphe" must be learned for daily use, and most of these 
may be written in several different ways. ‘The student who as- 
pires to become a scholar must learn twice as many. By iearning 
to master the difficult art of writing the scholar acquires a 
remarkable combination of qualities. Instead of placing his 
roll of paper upon a table as an American would, the dapaness 
holds it in bis left hand; he therefore must of necessity, 
write from the shoulder and elbow as well as the writet. He 
waes a brush dipped in India ink, and his writing paper, be-~ 
ing porous, absorbs it immediately. The result is to produse 
etrength, precision, and grace. Writing is an art that can 
seldom be mastered by a grwon person, but when acquired in 
childhood 4t gives skill and deftness in other formes of arte 
one who has learned to write Chinese ideographs can be taught 
to do almost anything elee with the fingers. Therefore the 
Japanese think as highly of their ekilli in writing as we do 
ef painting or drawing. Ideographs are taught in the Japan~ 
ese language achools in Amecics, and there is also an club of 
ideographs in California, whieh holds classes, meetings and @x- 
hibitions of its members and the works of masters. 
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Manners: Politeness. 

In ceremony and the forme of politeness the people of Jap~ 
an are extremeley etrict. Their greétings and salutations, their 
apologies and requests, brethe extfeme humility on the part of 
the speaker and unbounded admiration of the one addressed. By 
iew bows and courteous gestures they indicate deference to your 
wishes. A very high-born person might invite you to honor with 
your “exalted presence" his “miserable, disreputable, unworthy 
dwelling,* or to “hang your: honorable bones" upon his “dishonor- 
able seat". Yet this wohld be only the accepted language of 
highly ceremonious custom of the Japanese. I am often invited 
to dinner, and sitting down to a magnificentiy prepared dinner, 
hear pleadinge from the hostess to exert my patience end eat 
“this most untasty sorsel of food that was spoiled by bad cock- 
ing". dust the opposite of what one heare from an American. 
Usually it is, will you please try my very best cooking; i cook- 
ed it to please you. etc. 


Sporte: Urestling.e- "Sumo". 

In Japan, when the great semi-annual wrestling toumaments 
are held at Rational Hall in Tokyo, practically ali Tokyo gathers 
to watch the contests. Business sen, society women, students, 
flappere, geisha girls, soldiets and ail the other citizens of 
the metropelia £111 the arena, to some cverflowing number of ten 
to twenlve thousand. The contests least for eleven days. Thies 
form of wrestling ie still a favorite among the Japanese in Am- 
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erica, although the Ameviecan form or style of wreatling of the 
present generation appesis to many of the dapaness sport iovers 
and contestants. 

In the Japanese style, the deefy wrestlesr struggle with 
one another from early in the day until late in the evening. 
Throughout the tournanent interest never lag@e Some business 
men have special telephones connected with their offices so as 
not to miss a single bout. Thige traditional sport has a iong 
hiatory. The first bout on record tock place in 25 5. G. in 
feudal times the sport was encouraged by the warrior clases, and 
exhibitions were held to raise funds for temples. 

The first profeséional satch wae licenged by the gover 
naent in 1630; the annual contests, begun shortly afterwards, 
are still one of Japans favorite sporte, dispite the popularity 
of baseBall and other Cecidental sperte. frestlere in dapn 
are ee unmictakable as buli fighters in Spain. Standing head 
end shoulders above the average Japanese, these corpulent giad- 
{ators sometimes weigh as such as three hundred or three hund- 
red and fifty pounds. They are said to eat tao or three times 
as much meat as the ordinary man and to drink great quantities 
of sake. The carper of the tyro, before he ean win his way 
into the Toyo ring, is almost as highly competitive as that 
of a young prigefighter in America with ambition for a champ~ 
ionship fight at the Yorkee Stadiua. 
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At Jepanes: wrestling contests, rituals centuries old are 
always observed. In entering the srena the contestants enter 
the arena throught ¢he “hana michi", or the flowery way, like the 
actors in the ancient “kabuki® playa. They are naked, save for 
their loin cloths and rich damask aprons embroidered in gold 
and silver, After the contestants have seated themselves at 
both sides of th rings, he umpire formally announces their names 
and thcir records. Two wrestlers then enter the ring and after | 
stomping five times with one foot they face each other Like tao aa 
beaste. ‘The umpire with his fan in his hand watches every move. 
The contest iteelf is perhaps the best answer that can be given 
to the question “What heppens when en irresistable force meets an 
immovable body?" A wrestler is defeated if he te throw by his 
opponent, if his foot croses the etraw boundary of the ring, if 
his band or kneexn touches the ground. Some wrestlers spring 
suddenly upon their adversary, others gain victory by sheer 
weight; still others are skillful in dédging, tripping, bending 
and grapplinge 

The bouts last as long as twenty minutes with tine out for 
an occassional drink of wa er. When « wrestler is victorious he 
equate proudly by the side of the ring while the vanquished leaves 
without ceremony. Finally after the eleven days of combat, the 
"Yokozuma", or champion of champions, ie chosen. Usually he 
is decorated by the coveted straw belli, symbal of the fact that 
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he has achieved the highest position attainable in the rings 
Contests are held in America on the Faeific Const, but not on 
& large scale. Sports lovers like the American form better 
and there has recently been quite a large number of Japaneses 
wreatlers invading the American arenas. 
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Extract from a app bearing this title, by Marvin 
Le Darsie, University of california, Seuthern Branch. one 
of the Conyarative Pay chology Monographs, edited by Waltex 
S$. Hunt of Clark University, Vol. III, 1925-6. 

Page 86. Conclusions: . 

le In reading and 1anguhes. Japanese children are 
markedly inferior to amarieans 

2. In informational subjects depending particularly 
or largely upon reading, Japanese are slightly inferior to 
American children. 

Se In arithmetic and spelling the differences are 
negligible « | . 

4. In penmmenship, drawing and painting, Japanese oehild- 


ren are superior to American. 


Japanese children lareuas teachers as being lese seif- 
confident, freer from Pantie. and more sensitive to approval 
than American children. They are alse rated as more stable 
emotionally, end more responsive to beauty than Americans. 
In origins] and general imoviedge, American children are 
g§uiged superior. With regarad to the more definitely moral~ 
social trenis, such as symmthy, generosity, conscientious- 
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ness, truthfulness, and school application and deportment, 
no significant differences appear. 


section. ‘lhe Japanese generally look on them as energetic 


and adventure-loving to the point of lacking appreciation ‘ 


of the finer and more cultural sides of life. \ 


This Vr. M was educated at a private university in 
Tokyo, leter becoming a newspaper reporter and writer in 
Osaka. Still later he became an assistant professor of 
Sociology at Tokyo University. In his first phrasing of 
this statement to mé he referred to the subject as "social- 
ism," but on seeing my expression of surprise, he corrected 
Dre tO "SOCTOlOsy..% 1 imagine that much of the sociology 
taught in Japan has for its main point of interest "social- 
ism." It is a strange fact that although the campaign 


against "dangerous ideas" is very stringently carried out, 


nevertheless, Karl Marx "Das Kapital” is to be found every- 


where openly on sale and university students practically 
wenout exception are familiar with it and discuss it -reelye, 
I believe it is even used as a text book in the universities. 
lemperamentally I should say that the Japanese, lixe the 
Germans, would take to the idea of socialism more readily 
than more individualistic types like the Chinese ana Anglo- 
Saxons. J1f Fascism and Nazism are a step on the road to 
eventual socialism or communism, perhaps the highly centra- 
lized trend in Japan may lead to the same end, should the- 
patriots-militarists triumph over the politicians and feudal 
business families, Reverting more particularly to this 

ce cena sketch, if Christianity in its primitive form 
has a certain ASS IS of socialisn, ‘nay not the same pe 


2 | 
said of the priltitgve form of buddhism. I shoulda be in- 
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The "Japanese Town" in san Francisco wtarte at Geary 
Street. We start with the China Chop Suey shop owned and 
run by a Chinese. Next door is the Dupont Gos, a grocery 
store run by a Mrs. W., a-idow, and her son, dealing in 
Japanese goods mainly, and delivering to all parts of the 
city, becausé the Japanese ae very much scattered through-~ 
out the city, and they order by phone finding it inconvenient 
and impossible to shop personally in "Japanese Town". Up-= 
stairs is located a Buddhist Chureh, having a emall congre- 
gation, but nevertheless a temple of worship. 

A Chinese laundry occupies the adjacent property to- 
gether with a smell shoe repair shop, one of the three run 
by a Japanese. Next is a row of small cottages, part of a 
rooming-house owed by the proprietor of a store which deals 
in jewelry and dry goods. The proprietor Z. is a well-known 
citizen. He has six children, all of whom are grown up now 
and have left home to work, and a few ars marriede A small 
business, it caters to local people and visitors, and is 
kept going because of the Length of time it has been in busi-+~ 
ness, some 25 years or sO. Next door, there is @ coal yard, 
run by a Japanese. Then we finde barber-shop, whose owner 
is a tennis champion, an amateur, but well known to lovers 
of that sport. ie have next a /hotel, half rooming-house, Ga- 
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tering to people returning $e Japan, arranging tickets for 
them, and so ferth. "Benkyodo" is a confeotionsry store 
Gedling in Japanese sweets. They say that the Japanese eat 
beans in some form every day. ‘This is true: they eat bean 
cakes, even as sweets; the Japanese eat beans as a main dish; 
when one is sick beans beaome a convalescent food; they are 
eaten as a side dish, as a ppaatad treat, in soup, as candy, 
and given es gifts. Last Spee this particular store was un- 
der contract, and all the Japanese tea gaxes sold at the Ja- 
panese concession at the Chicago Century of Progress vorld's 
Fair were made at that firm. lMre 0. has been in business 
for some 25 years and is the oldest operator of thattype of 
busineas, of which there are or were, until last year, six 
in the Japanese community. Moving on to the next building, 
the last on the south side of Geary, we find the Hokubei Ho- 
tel, a Japanese rooming house apartment; Mr. Ne also operates 
the Hokubed Hotel in Yokehama, and does a good business with 
country folk who vielt San Freneisco and travel between Ja~ 
pan and the States. 

Now, orosaing the street, we have the B, G. Garage, run 
by an Americans; then a laundry, & small one, but quite busy; 
then a cleaning and dyeing entabitenments Next there is a 
negro beer parlor, a notorious place; then a transfer company, 
the Se Express, run by 5. and nS younger brother who is an 
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architect, a specialist on Japanese architecture and a gra- 
duate of college. Then come flats occupied by negroes and 
a few Japanese. ) . 

Then from Buchanan Street down toward Fillmore Street 
we have 4 Japanese Daily on one corner and G.'s Candy Kitchen 
on the other. The New World is one of the three newspapers 
in San Francisco... Their staff is composed of some fifteen 
people, and it is one of the oldest Japanese news pa pers pub- 
lished on the Pacific Coast. I hear they're operating at a 
loss, and the staff is very seh underpaid. Too much compe- 
tition, I understand, between the three dailies ia responsible 
| for their difficulty. ¢.'s Candy Kitchen is operated by Ie, 
@ second generation young man of about 34. He has been in 
business for about three years and is the only manufacturer 
of candy among the Japanese. Going down that side of the 
street, next to the Candy Kitchen we find a pool parlor, a 
bungalow ocoupied by an American, a barber-shop, and a Japan- 
ese restaurant, where perties are held and drinks, in the 
form of Japanese sake, are served by waitresses. It is the 
equivalent of a "night-olub", with wine, women and songs 
They are pretty hard hit by the depression. 

Next door, there is a birdestore, recently, according to 
the papers, raided by narcotic agents, uncovering a dope cache 
there and leading to the aac al discovery of a dope ring 
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in San Francisco. Adjacent te the bird-store arc two resi- 
dences, then the Hokubei dgant Daily News office, the struc- 
ture of which was, until necedtiy? a funeral homee The Hoe 
kubei Asahi is staffed entirely by former Japanese-American 
News (another daily) workers who walked out on a strike some 
years ago. Rows of tenement houses come next, then @ tailor, 
a fishing rod store, and a ae more flate, to Webster Street 
where the Japanese district ends a blook short of Fillmore 
Street. There ia a reataurant, catering to the negrogs and 
a few whites, run by a sabdnesé; and a seed store on the same 
side. Until recently, a hotel was operated by & Japanese on 
_ the corner of Webster and Geary Streets, but it went broke 
and closed up a few monkhs ago. 

Next door to the New World Daily News is a furniture 
shop dealing in 014 and new furniture of every type. Then 
comes a Chinese laundry, and next, a drug store. A photogra- 
pher occupies the upstairs of a sporting goods store. A per~ 
gon by the name of S. ogcupled and operated the photo studio 
until a few months ago. S. was located there for some twenty 
years, and his exhibits of photo art gained quite a reputa- 
tion and won him prizes in exhibits ell over the world. it 
was both a hobby and business with him. He recently returned 
to Japan with his wife to go in business theres The present 
man ie aleo a young man, recently married and industrious, 
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anf as successor to S.'s usinese he does quite well. From 
there on down toward Webster Street there are rows of flats 
occupied mainly by Japanese of the working classe At the 
end there are a chimney shoppe, a negro ehuroh, & restaurant, 
eg Japanese fencing eymasinn and a grocery stores 

Now we shall go one block north end start from Fillmore 
Street, going up Post Street for four bleoks to Octavia Street, 
eastward. Starting on the south side we find, in order, the 
G-K Shoe Store, a Chinese chop Suey restaurant, an auction 
house, a sewing machine shop, @ Filipino barber shop, and @ 
pool-perlor frequented by Filipinoes, Hegroes and loafers « 
| Upstairs is a "shady" hotel with ite unmistakeable red sign 
"Rooms"+-and then a vacant lot full of stranded wreoke of 014 
cars. Next we heave another one of those "shady" places, then 
two flate, with a bootblack shop with attending negro loafers. 

Bask to the oorner of webster Street, and we have a fish- 
bait store, dealing in sardines for bait for fishers, operated 
by tires. Se as a side business. My. Se works in a laundry. 
‘Rext, there stands a sleanina astablishment, thon ea carpenter 
shop and another Japanese food restourant, specialising in 
parties. They serve, as 4 specialty, fresh eel-fish, every 
time the Maru's come in from Japan. "Those snake-like fish«-« 
not for me", some cry, but they've simply delicious. The 
structure next door is a hotel, but unfortunately, due to the 


| s sai {eae att 
ao eho eee ook 


; io ‘ t 
053 to eBOk wus enpAe thoaee aod coche — ae * 
ae ror ial _ pAb 7 
ade’ tA sneete aadaieew wis to renames of bela 

Sreuvesdooe « ,weteD OoeR « aeeeore: ‘guste oom * sod a 

y * 
-omte Yoebote a Rae ‘ork sony gabonsit ware: ~ 
Poems LAM eae eka hai Ad "0s mmods awn oa kas nok 6 
] ¢ ae 
(doors: atvaded 3 mines apm a. dane ae tees aw sputoy ait pest 
| Jo) Sa 

7 , sete mh gov it oe waka Pr) ine, eat hs autoaatd ha 


/ 


‘ - t 
’ BS i ie 


or as Dente ake at et wench sa aw panne ie 2 
2 boo youre teal a et at a yi? gt wus oe] ‘qadwee ae . 
one sank Bata - hale mm wonaiyg pie A Hots warg Oth 
ber altdlopticet hee att fern: donk cot “ye banteh amb wast 
ee ee tes stake ners ail te Sitio OE 
wot? . oan * pinata” snedd Re ose ccboias evade matt * ’ * 
eorK ee! ty ea arse somo hend: “2 ete .) 9 “e 
oii « ovat aw tow ,souepe whe oda? te ean Od Ot eee ier fl 
orice ics hh 8G | ) Sage 10% ors te nt’ ya item alent ; tia a 
 @ co wee ot ea. «aetna! enka a a a8 2 he fer 


pHonte “oie ie fet 7. 
é 
wits DM Di hs » shan nena sama mes sit — 


. Po : a 


an aie » 
whe. ao io ‘uh tey } 


wl pay 3 vt pay 
: ili 4 ss Ay yr 
Ne. si igo? a 7 iy an 
te eee, ea R 
; Oak Mocly & 


poor management or corr vere it ie mainly ogcupled by the 
colored people instead of Japanese. A fish store occupies 
the next door, and does a thriving business. Two flate next, 
and then apartments with «6 pool-parlor, an employment agency 
end a coffee shop below; enother flet, and then another dry 
goods store across frou N.'s empordum. Originally, these two 
ownere were partners in one store, but they had « misundere 
stending, I hear, and N. went across the street and built the 
large K.'s emporium as 4 competitor. 

Ye go up Post Street from Buchanan, the center of the 
San Francisco "Japanese town" « We go up the slight hill on 
_ the south sidée A corner confectionery olosed up due to the 
depression recently and is now a vyadant store. Next door is 
@ email vegetable store where the wife looks over the shop 
while the husband is out. He has e truek and deals in vage- 
tables, fruits and fish. fide route carries him daily all — 
over the city, door to vane A Pestaurant stands next and 4 
hardware store. Next in order we have a carpenter shop, of- 
fiee of the night police patrol, jewelry shop, another Japan- 
ese restaurant and drinking house, a Chop Suey house, a pool 
parlor, employment agency, barber, 4 hotel, a camera and pio- 
ture-frame store, a printing shop, a doctor's office, two 
barbers, a bath-house, a confectionery store, a sweet shop, 


and a drug store on the corner. 
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Crossing the street, on the other corner of Prost Street, 
ig an optical office, Speresed by a young American-born Japan- 
ese, and next door is a pharmaay operated by a woman who is 4 
registered pharmacist. A "sguklyaki" restaurant, a flat, a 
midwife's office, a flat again, a hotel, wlth a securities of- 
fica below, and a goy bean and noodle factory below that; next 
door is a cash grocery, eresine both Sccidental and Yriental 
merchandise, with Low prices to keep the shopvera from going 
to nearby Fillmore shopping districts to shope Of course, 
that is the main problem of the merchants that have stores 
dealing mainly in Ocoidental goode.s. Next door to the grocery 
is a flat with a beer parlor below. One of the tivo large Ja- 
panese book stores ogouples the next etructure. 4 Chop Suey 
restaurant now closed dus to bad times is logated upstairs; 
it was owmed by Japanese with Chinese help. Next there is a 
dentist, another bewr garlor, two flats, a Chop Suey reataur- 
ant, a fish market, a drug atore and a book etore on the cozx- 
ner of Buchanan. | 

From Laguna Street to Cotevia ere mainly flate, all Ja- 
panese. Here is what it is composed of; a drug store on the 
corner, a grocery, a motor varaix shop, and a carpenter shop; 
the two others are a soy bean factory and an insurance offices 
On the other side we have a bakery, e@ Gleaner's, and a laundry, 
ea shade store, a barber and, bath house. That sort of winds up 
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the two main streets. The others are Sutter Street and Bush 
Street with Laguna, Buchanan, and Webster Streets crossing 
them. ve shall now briefly ace what these streets hold for 
uS-#to see exactly what hei nee up the Japanese colony. 

Suiter Street fron Pilinore to Webster Street ia scarce 
of Japaneses stores or residences. There if a Japanese dclean- 
er's and an alley called Cottage Row occupied mostly by Japan+« 
esc. It is a street running between Suttex and Dugh. The 
flats are of medium rate and cegupied by the middie clase of 
people. That's all of the Japanese on that b1lgok. 

The next bliodk between Webster and Buchenan is also 
_ soaree of Japanese population. On the north side there is 
@ YoilsCeie Btructure, & newly constructed building in Japan 
ese architecture, a hotel and grocery store noxt door, and a 
few Japanese as tenants of the flats. On the other side we 
have an art repaifing shop, & dentist, and a candy store. The 
reat are flats occupied by Japenese end eclored people and a 
few Filipinos. 

The next blogk fron Baghanan to Laguna is a bit more 
densely populated by the Japanese « On the north side we have 
(from the Buchanan Street corner) a hotel, a dentist, flats, 
@ grocery, a tailor, a laundry, a g§iu-jiten gymmasium, « high. 
sohool students' club, and a hotel on the corner of Laguna. 
On the south eide, from Laguna, we have & garage on the corner, 
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flate, and the new home of the Japanese American News, one 
of the leading Japanese dailies on the coast, flats again, 
a Japanese language institute, flate next and a photo stu- 
dio on the corner of Buchanan. 

The blook between Laguna and Octavia ie evenly divided 
in residents of whites and Japaneses There ig only one 
store, a jeweler's, on the Laguna Street corner opposite a 
erocery on the other side operated by a white. That's all 
of Sutter Street. | 

Bush Street ig also limited, from Fillmore to Octavia 
Streets. The block from Fillmore to Webster is mostly devoid 

of Japanese. Only four families live on that block. 
7 Bush Street from Webster to Buchanan is three-quarters 
Japanese and the remainder whites, Filipinos ox colored. On 
the south side is located a Japanese language institute, sup- 
posedly the largest school of its kind in America. Kinder~ 
garten classes are held in the day, and in the afternoon pue- 
piles attend at the close ert tne various publio schools, with 
night sehool in the evenings Below ia an auditorium used by 
the Japanese community « Buchanen to Laguna Street is com- 
posed mostly of residences, with the exception of a Buddhist 
chureh end a Japanese grocery store on the corner. A gold 
fish garden, the Nippon Goldfish Gos, one of the most com~- 
pletely developped hatchery hereabouts, is also on this 
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block. With the exception of three familiers, that block is 
mostly Japanese. , 

The last block, that between Laguna and Octavia, is 
mostly Japanese with the exception of two families of whites 
and the Se Drug Store and the Green's Hye Hospital. On this 
block is also the new Shingon Buddhist Temple, formerly the 
Jewish Synagogue. They have only recently secured the edi-+ 
fice and they are now subsoribing new members. They use the 
temple to show movies, lectures in order to defray expenses. 
Previously, that faith never had a chureh in San Francisco, 
only a meeting plage. I underetend they secured the church 

for $11,500. It is quite siseepies 
| Pine Street, between Gough and Fillmore, is about equal- 
ly divided between whites and Japanese with a sprinkling of 
negros. fwo Buddhist ghurehen and a grocery, and the rest 
ere residences e 

Now, taking the cross streets, Octavia, laguna, Bucha- 
nan and Webster Streets we find the following. On Octavia we 
have two ehurches~+-the large Catholic chureh and school, au- 
aitorium and residence, and the Christ church; with only @ 
few flats ocoupied by the Japanese. 

Buchanan Streete-only a few families between Pine and 
Bush, thence on to Sutter, seven eighths Japanese, with a 


barber shop, a beauty salon and a large hotel on the cornex. 
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From Sutter to Post--a garage, an alley (all Japanese}, 
an office of the Japanese ieeoaiatven of San Francisco, and 
& mall meeting room below. A fish store, a tailor, and an 
optical shop on the corner complete that block. On the other 
side is a barber shop, a ea tnurat ea confectionery, and a 
drug etore on the cornerx. 

From Post to Geary--a hotel, a sport shop, a transfer 
company, a negro "hotel" ane flate are found on one side and 
flata occupy the othexy side , 

From Geary to O'Farrell Street--we have the Japanese 
Salvation Army ocoupying three quarters of the block on the 
Bast side. On the other side, only the Japanese Association 
| of America has ites office in a flat on the corner. 

O'Parrell Street is alse becoming a part of Japanese 
town, with another church and many residences in flate be- 
tween Webster and Laguna Streets. 

Bushanan Street is the busiest etreet next to rost Street. 
It starts from Californie Street on top of the hill to 0'Far- 
rell Street five blooks down « fhe stores run from Sutter 
Street to Fost and Post to Geary, and the rest are residences 
and apartments. Going down southward from Sutter Street, «= 
on the east side we have a confectionery , @& restaurant, & 
ehurch (Christian), a candy shop, a barber shop, and the cor- 
ner book store; also a Japanese "night club". type restaurant, 
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in a flat above, and a jewelry repair shop. 

On the west side, from Sutter Street--a grocery store, 

@ photo studio upstairs, a dentist, a doctor's office, a beer 
parlor, a haberdashery, a radio phonograph shop, a "sukiyaki" 
restaurant, a grocery and a "dry goods" store on the corner. 
That's all of that block. 

From ost to Geary on the north side we have a vacant 
store, formerly a gonfedtionery, a beer yarlor, a hotel, an 
optical office, and a taxi office. On the corner there is a 
garage. The block from Geary to O'Farrell is all residences, 
with a large vacant lot, the site for the future home of the 
_ Japanese branch of the Y.MeCehe 

Webster Street is here aad there occupied by Japanese, 
but mostly by other races. 

That's "Jap Town"-«is ig commonly known to Americang-« 
quite unimpressive, small in area, and dependent on other 
aections of the city for their wants and not quite as interest- 
ing and wystericus as Chinatown. 
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after Commodore Perry made hie display ef forse in 1665 
feudaliem crumbled and Western European civilisation 
swept everything before it. The Japaneses overlords had, 
after all, come in contact with i¢ before in the sixteenth 
century and, after playing with it for a while, had pro- 
scribed it and exterminated its adherents. At that time | 
it a44 not suit their purposes any more than had Buddhism 
when first introduced. But Buddhiem, almost imnediately 
upon ite introduction, had swept the unprivileged and 
oppressed masses with such force that the overlords had 
been aompelled to come to terms with it. Christianity, 
on the other hand, gained in the sixteenth century, no 
such hold upon the bulk of the population. Moreover, 
4t contained a set of doctrines diametrically at variance 
with the powerfully entrenched Buddhiet sects and sociai- 
economic implications fraught with great danger to the 
state--that ia, the feudal ordere-and was, for that reason, 
ruthlessly destroyed. ‘This, among other causes, then led 
to the policy of hermetically sealing Japen against all 
contact with the outside world. 

 ~What fe it that had changed in the interval to 
make Western European oivilisation more palatable and 
acceptable in the middle of the nineteenth century? Assured- 
iy not simply a show of armed force. Unquestionably that 
opened Japan to the outside world again, but no more. If 
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At now welcomed what it had once so emphatically reject- 
ea, the reason is to be sought in the fact that by 1665 
Western European civilisation could be advantageously 
used by the groups who had most to gain by the complete . 
suppression of the old feudal system and the destruction 
of the old order. 80 strong, at one time, was this antag 
eniem to the old order that as early as 1669 the Emperor 
in his famous “charter oath” was induced to says 

"High and low shall be of one mind, and social 
order shall hereby be perfectly maintained. It {8 necessary 
that the oivil and military powers be eoncentrated in & 
Single whole, that the righte of a2 slasses be assured and 
the national ming be completely gatiefied: — 

"fhe uncivilised customs of former fimes ohaaa be 
broken throughe+« 

®rnteliect and learning shall be sought for through- 
out the world, in order to establish the foundations of the 
Empire ."'2) | 
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1 Pas Ke Ps s Iatourette, Fhe Development of Japan,New York, 


Now it would t ve ridieulous to imagine, for one aa 
that a people, as such, repudiates its past in thie overt 
and clear-cut fashion. Not the Japanese people are epeake 
dng here but a specific group of overlords who had everything 
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to gain by giving the old order ite soup ge grace and 
establishing « centralized government in which they held 
the reins of office. Fundamentally « ruling class is 
never overesqueamish about the methods they adopt to s6- 
cure power. Conversely, likewise, they do not always 
realize what dangers may lurk in the weapons with which 
they destroy their adversaries. Western Buropean civ- 
didsation happened to be the weapon ready at hand #0 
they seized 1¢ and imposed it upon the mass of the people 
much as another group of overlords had done thirteen 
hundred years before, with Chinese culture. 

Hor was it the first time that the feufal lords 
had attempted to use Western Buropean Givilisation for 
theiy own purposes. Between 1550 and 1600 4t looked for 
a time ag though the great leaders of the epoch, HNorbunaga 
and Hideyoshi, might have had the same purpose in mind. 
But they were prevented from doing it because of the close 
ddentification of Western Buropean civilisation, at that 
time, with Catholiciem and because the"feudal systen” 
far from being moribund as it head become by the middle 
of the nineteenth century ‘was just then developing into 
ite fully orystaliised form. 

It was @ different Japan then ané « different Zuropes 
that confronted each other in 1688. Burope was no longer 
intimately identified with ite religion, had, in fact, 
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lost all but the most attenuated relation to ite No militant 
Jesuit propaganda euch as that which antagonised the entrenched 
Buddhist orders during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
was to be feared this time. But even if they had hesitated 

to use the new weapon, even if they had anticipated what ac- 
tually did take place and what new tmplications lay hidden in 
the capitalistic system that had. emerged in Europe during the 
interval, the new lords had no other choles. Undoubtedly they 
believed, as people accustomed to possessing power and exercise 
ing 1t find it so hard not to, that they could arrest the in- 
fluence of the newly berrowed culture when they wanted to just 
as their ancestors had done in the seventeenth century, after 
they had taken from it what they needed. But the economic 
conditions that had been slowly maturing for almost a century 
and the forces and currents accompanying them could not be 

eo easily controlied now. Before the new rulers were quite 
aware of it, depan, with hundreds of “feudai® survivals 

atii1 persisting in some form or other, was forced to reorgan- 
ise itself in terms of a modern democratio civilisation at 
the heyday of its democratic implications utterly opposed 

to the Japanese past and definitely antagonistic to what the 
new class that had seised power actually wanted. With thie 
Rewdapan they had now to seek some compromiae. How they 
attempted it we shall presently discuss. — 

. In the light of what has been ea%@ above what then 

- pecomes of 022 the shopworn slogans about the Japanese lack 
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Japanese Press in America, 


fhe history of the Japanese iwess in America is his- 
torically interesting and important only in indicating 
what may happen in years to come. The future of the Ameri- 
ean born, Japanese managed press is hard to predict, but 
can only be observed and rated from the issues of the past. 

The growth of the Japanese press in Amerioa has been 
due to the very nationalistic character of the peoplis, 
which intensifying the hostile attitude of the white race, 
bred conflict on which journalism best thrives. 

A sertain Gen Negai in 1892 was enterprising enough to 
publish a first Japanese daily Called the "Golden Gate Daily". 
‘According to Shakuma Washizu, Japanese historian, the first 
paper office was @ one room affair--kitchen, dining room, 
print shop, parlor and bedroom all in one. It is from these 
surroundings that Japenese journalism emerged in the United 
States. | 

Unlike the Chinese press in the United States, whieh 
was an offshoot of the political movement at home, Japanese 
journaliam was not materially affected by the politics of 
the home government. However » the press in America influ- 
eneed the politieal moves of the Japanese colony such as the 
election of the president of the Japanese Association and 
the affairs of the Japanese Consul, etc. 
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fhe majority of Gr ataee are isolated from American 
culture and confine themselves with their own nationality's 
culture and custome. The devatopment of the Japanese pro- 
eecded at such a rapid a PAY Pg there are great number of 
Japanese newspapers today. Ae an example, we have three 
dailies in San Francisco, with a Japenese community of $wo 
thousand families containing a population of seven thousand. 
Throughout the United hogs we have twenty-five publi- 
gations, including magazines and periodicals. The follov- 
ing cities have dailies with e ¢otal cironlation of 46,000; 
San Ppeenabdberative.8 
Los angelessessssoseoeek 
Seorvemento+.s0s0ss-+ eek 
SbabPLA Te edEE. << -<+ award 
SE SII are EN OR | 


Denver, Utaliecccscacdacsd 


|  -10 total dailies 
In Hawaii there are three dailies and two periodical pub- 
lieations. Almost all the — have English sections for 
the benefit of the American born Japanese. A significant fact 
4a the importation of ca pa papers end magazines from Japan. 
The following pieces of literature are handled by one of 
the Japanese book stores in San Francisco; 


——ase \ 
it} lie Wie 


monacha Debatonk oa 
a? yt Law bher peo ateie iis on nove os 
Oty sents Odd te Paamgo Lures a. 4 
Lo wosienas saan one went Jatt pigs sim 
north Swat ow yptque a ei. paed peg . 
ont to) Ghiewen eseaaat x 480 one koneett 8, lke 
ie sormH me igairyeq o yotetoaen wot Lima 
hill weit we dutnde bortet ont tity Pe 


aL 


« abl wes? 
> Pall ion 
" £2.70 Ly 
cM ‘A. it 
1% MM , ar 
Wy 
\s ae * 
> oR 
das 
¢ a » a 7 
2) at .44 
e 


te em 


Res kins L oar tone fi a dela aa alt tad or ad unter | 


“a” > ambien vows wn wandt Biuadit oe 
beats ous fet wwe wa ait ead Lie ¢ ait | 
8 mal, a te — deve: 
mort! oem hae won hae thane me — 
1S betDixanl wey otwtenebad ) entaky 


ie . vie 


yea 


a 


, ae one Bipot) fe Ma, tina veatampae geie fost canot6 
a 


4 
. 
i ‘ 


he Bou ve ie tuaaeet snot he eS 
ant An a 


7 
- 


‘ Pp dias a 7 <> 
aren sae: eG BICA Cenk © es): 
- ’ ~ 
’ 7 
stig y ay at 
oh aah pts, 
Wig eet Wass 
- (ean hw tee ee Oem ae ot . 
ie , : ie ee — Y gt ' 
die uy ee o'" ree. | ss) « Sued 
: ; : rT 2 
A 


Rhea sad oe ik ae 7 


rae 
: ; 


reread owe aw mie i 


j 
i 
' 
a 
i 


Ko. of No. of 


Nature of Publication Publi cations Copies 
2 
Provincial daily publications 15 150 
Weeklies & 35 


Monthly end weekly magezines on: 


Eeonomi as 6 47 
Women 6 77 
Girls & 9 
Boye i F 8 
Stage and sereen 5 10 
High class ii terature 8 30 
Science and medi cine 7 i2 
Pepular literature : 13 200 
Miscellaneous 15 30 

Totals : 84 600 


The preceding figures imply rather clearly that there is 
little room for more Japanese publications. 

fhe average age of the veronses born in Japan is forty- 
five to fifty, many of whom are losing energy, and some of 
whom are going back to Japan. Unfortunately the American 
born Japanese have no destee to study Japanese. This will 
eliminate the continued extension of Japanese literature in 
this country and inevitably lead to the decay of the Jayanese 
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press. Ina short time we will witness @nly a few remain- 
ing Japanese publications or they will ail be English edi-~ 
tions for the American born Japanese. 
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My father came to the United States when he was 21 years 
olds Back in Japan he was @ fisherman. He lived in China- 
town in San Francisco for a year then moved to San Diego. 
There he raised vegetables and sold them from ea wagone 

When I tas two years old we went back to Japan. we moved 
far back into the unsettled country at the foot of Mt. Fuji. 
We went through many hardships there, ac we were used to hay- 
ing machinery in the United States to work with, and there we 
had to do all the work by. hand, and roving bandits would rob 
us of what we made. | } 

After seven years we saved enough to pay the money to 


get my mother, two sisters ant myself back to the United states. 


My father and brothers worked their way back on the boats. My 
mother died soon after we returned %o the United States. 

I. finished the grade school, then learned the trade of 
shoe repairing. I now have my own ahop and am making @ liv- 
inge I don't want to go baek to Japan any more. The depress- 
ion is not as bad here as it is in Japan all the times I am 
proud I wae born in America. 
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Mrs. S. was bogn in Hiroshima Ken, Japan. She is about 
fifty-three yeare of age. Mrs. S. is the third oldest in 
her family of five girls. urs « S. was born of-a very poor 
family. The father ran a small farm, raising different 
kinds of vegetables. Her mother had a maid to look after 
the children while she helped with the farming. 

Mrs. S. had a very quiet and normal home life, al- 
though lacking culture and a suitable environment. She at- 
tended school until she finished grammar school and then 
helped at home. : | 

When she was nineteen, an aunt who lived in California 
‘wrote her mother asking if she would consent to Mrs. S.' 
coming to America, as there was much opportunity in America 
and a chance for a suitable marriage « Her mother did not son- 
sent at once due to her need of the daughter at home and on 
the farm. A year later when the youngest daughter finished 
sohool and left for a training school in Tokyo, she consented 
to her going to America. Mrs. S. left for America a month 
later in the company of a friend who was returning to America. 
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ira, S. was born in Hiroshima Ken, Japan. She is about 
Lifty~three years of age. irs « Ss ie the third oldest in 
her family of five girls. lMrse.+ 5S. was born of a very poor 
femily. The father ran a small fern, raising different 
kinds of vegetables. Her mother had a maid to look after 
the children while she helped with the farming. 

Mrae Sp had a very quiet and normal home life, ai- 
though lacking culture and a suitable environment. She at- 
tended school until she finished grammar school and then 
helped at home. | 

When she was nineteen, en aunt who lived in California 
wrote her mother asking 1f she would consent to irs. Se! 
Coming to America, as there was much opportunity in america 
and a chance for a suitable marriage. Her mother did not con~ 
sent at once due to her need of the daughter at home and on 
the farm. A year later when the youngest deughter finished 
achool and left tor @ training school in Tokyo, she consented 
to her going to Ameria « Merge Ss left for America a month 
later in the company of a friend who was returning to America. 
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My father came to the United States when he was 2] years 
old. Back in Japan he was a fisherman. He lived in China- 
town in San Francisco for a year then moved to San Diego. 

There he raised vegetables fan sold them from a wagon. 

When I tas two years old we went back to Japan. We moved 
far back into the unsettled country at the foot of Mt. Fuji. 

We went through many hardships there, as we were used to hay- 
ing machinery in the United States to work with, and there we 
had to do all the work by hand, and roving bandits would rob 

us of what we made. | 

After seven years we saved enough to pay the money to 

‘get my mother, two sisters and myself back to the United States. 
My father and brothers worked their way back on the boats. My 
mother died soon after we returned to the United States. , 

I finished the grale school, then learned the trade of 
shoe repairing. I now have my own shop and am making a liv- 
inge I don't want to go bask to Japan any more. The depress- — 
ion is not as bad here es it is in Japan all the time. I am 


‘proud I was born in America. 
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Why am I at the Laguna Honda Home? Well, I have no money, 
no friends, no relatives, nothing. 

My name is M. Fuji. 

Age? I don't know; ae just mark me down as about forty. 

I was born in a small town near Tokio and raised in povy- 
erty. My parents had a hard time to make living. Before fin- 
ishing a school course 1 soined & group of public performers 
because 1 liked to be an artist and at the same time 1 thought 
of having an easier life by doing so. We traveled from town to 
village, atayed a few days here and there and met with many 
difficulties. » i 

After years of suffering trying to make a livelihood, some- 
one suggested 4 0 to amardes.. 4 figured out that it will give 
me a change for a new life and went to Hawaii first. I made 
arrangements with a moving seer eer company in Japan and obtained 
many o14 films at a cheap price. 

I made a tour throughout Hawaii and made quite a good deal 
of moneys | 

During my stay of a few years in Hawaii I have never become 
intimate with anything except money. iI don't know why. Maybe 
it was my fault. “an | 

After finishing the-tour, I decided to go to the mainland 
and proceed with the same business among the Japanese colony. 
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So I came to San Frenciseo. this was in 1926 when America 
was still booming and everybody was busy making money. 

Most of the pictures however had already been shown 
among the Japanese in the big Gities. There was no use to 
Start showing them in San Francisco or any other town in Ca- 
lifornia. Well I wasn't disappointed. I was told that there 
were many Japanese in aan adel crado and Why oming: where no 
Japanese pictures had ever oan shown to my countrymen. 

I took my baggage and immediately proceeded to Denver. 
While staying at a Japanese Hotel there 1 got a serious ill- 
ness and had to stay in bed for almost a half year. More 
than thirty places in my body have been operated on. I don't 
‘know the name of my disease. Hére again 1 was confronted 
with hardship and 1 was friendiess. All the money which I 
saved in Hawaii went for the hospital bill. 

Upon being discharged trom the hospital 1 dragged my ex- 
hausted body from town to eae Showing a picture now and then 
in order to make a living. q traveled all over the state of 
Utah, then Colorado and Wyoming. It seems to me that the Ja- 
panese people..in those towns were very friendly and kindly. 

Then 1 got the same aickness again and had to enter a 
hospital. This time I lost all my strength. There was no 
money left to continue my business. However 4 managed in 
some way and established a business. Then the economic oris- 
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is hit my trade hard. Again I got the same old sickness. 

I came to San Franciseo in 1933 and was treated at the 
County Hospital. The disease affected my left leg so badly 
that the doctor amputated “ foot. 

Recovering from this rene illness 1 was transferred to 
the Laguna Honda Home. . 

Wellt What does a person’ like me do? No money and no 
friends. 

Do I want to go back he Japan? 

No thanks. It is the same wherever I go. 1 would much 
rather stay here and get well. Perhaps + can get my old job 
as show operator. 

I ama good Christian ip fhe Japanese Salvation Army 


visits me every Sunday. All I need is a few back numbers of 


magazines. If you have any, please sent them to me. This is 
my only wish. 
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Mu jin; @ Financial Enterprise of the Japanese 


A typical Japanese means of raising money is called 
"mjin"; the endless ohain. Tens and hundreds of thou- 
sands of "ma jin" with an anmual turnover of many hundreds 
of million yen exist in Japan. Even in San Francisso, it 
is @ very common system of raising money » Most families 
in the lower and the lower-middle @lasses belong to one of 
these mijin. Usually they are amell private organizations 
among groupe of friends a &cquaintances . 

Here is an example of hon it works: Twenty individuals 
arrange to pay $10 a month into e co-operative account for 
two years. This means that the honorary cashier received 
$200 2 nonth .« the “majin" members neet onoe @ month. A 
lottery is organized six times a year, and there is @ single 
prize in the shape of a loan of $200 on which no interest 
ig charged. Moreover, six tines @& year an auction is orga- 
nized. A Loan ig auctioned off which is to be redeemed at 
$200, but the actual amount of which is determined by the 
bidding of those present at the auction. The successful bid, 
that is, the lowest, is sone tines very much below the nomi- 
nal amount, and the ai tference represents the interest. A 


‘member can participate in only one sueh auction, and in the 


small "mujin" the suma left over at the end of the agreed 
period are distributed equally to all of the members « The 
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larger "majin", on the other hand, keeps these. remaining sums 
as a profit. Thue the individual who has taken no rieka at 
the auction, ests back the money he invested in the "mjin", 


and every loan is gradually liquidated by the cad pay« 
ments of the borrowing member. 
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Majin: @ Financial mnteryeise of the Sapanese 


A typi dal Japanese means of raiging money is galled 
"mjin"; the en@less chain. gens and hundreds of thou- 
gands of “mujin" with an anme) turnover of many hundreds y 
of million yen exist in Japan. Even in San Francisco, it 
ie a very common system of raising moneys Host femilies 
dn the lower and the Lower-middle @iasses belong to one of 
these majin. Usually they are emall private organizations 
among groups of friends ca acquaintances. =a 

‘Here is an example of how it works; ‘wenty individuals 
arrange to pay $10 a month inko & Go~operative account for 

“two years. hia means that the honorary cashier Feceived 
$200 a month » Tne ima jin" menbors meet once & month. A 
Lottery ia organised six times @ year, and there is a single 
prize in the shape of a Lean of $200 on which no interest 
4e charged. Moreover, six tines @ year an auction is orga-~- 
niged.s A loan 1@ auctioned off which is to be redeemed at 
$200, but the actual amount of which is determined by the 
bidding of those present at the auction. The suecessful bid, 
that is, the lowest, isa sone times very such below the nomi- 
nal amount, and the difference represents the interest. 4 

member can participate in only one sueh auction, and in the 
gmail “mjin" the sums left over at the end of the agreed 
period are distributed equally to all of the members. The 
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:  Mawger “amjin", on the other hand, keeps these remaining sume 
as ® profite hus the individual who has taken no riske at 
the suction, gets back the money he invested in the "mjin", 

: and every loan is gradually Liquidated by the monthly pay- 

: ments of the borrowing member « 
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Following are some general observations made from con- 
tact with the Japanese. | 

Hitherto 1 have found hardly any complaint amongst them. 
They are suffering greatly from the depression, but are help- 
ing one another, and being vant to plainer living than Ameri- 
cans, are satiefied with making living expenses. 

They seriously dislike the anti-Japanese sentiment ex- 
pressed by some people and ts discriminatory laws which ap- 
ply to them and to Urientals in general. 

Meny sey thet Japan eas objection to the United States' 
regulation of immigration, for their own country also does 
‘not want to be overrun with maatle from other lands. They 
think, however, that the tee et allowed no quota of immi- 
eration for the Japanese is wrong and unnecessarily creates 
111 feeling. Many believe this legislation does not truly 
represent the spirit of an pe Oe 

The chief obstacle in establishing freer relations with 
Americans is the language adifrioulty. English and Japanese 
are radically different, with no affinity whatever between 
the two languages. Because of Gifferences in manner of 
thought misunderstanding corevine quite unintentionally on 
either side. The Japanese who are born here, or have come 


as children, acquire English maturally as the American children 
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do, and do not have the patel difficulty that their elders 
have. Opportunity to eh fa English with American people 
too, is largely lacking for te edult Japanese. The anti-~ 
dgapanese feeling seems to re much to blame, though the hesi-. 
tation on the part of Fitonine who cannot readily express _ 
themselves in English is He patel! factor alse. : 

Some Japanese study mglish at home from books, though 
this will not help them much in speech. Many go to the Ing- 
lish classes provided for foreigners by the Board of Educa- 
tion. 
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